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‘I am reminded of your sincere Faith, a 

faith that dwelt first in your grand-

mother Lois and your mother Eunice’  

Ruddock Review Recommendations 

Philip Ruddock’s Religious Freedom Review recommendations are 

available:    

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/read-the-full-20-recommendations-from-

the-religious-freedom-review-20181011-p50918.html 

It is seen by many as not sufficiently upholding the right to freedom 

of religion. Religious freedom is viewed as an exception to other 

rights while not being afforded sufficient protections itself. The re-

port casts religion into a category rather than an inherent human 

right. Specified fruits of religious belief are allowed by way of excep-

tions to the  anti-discrimination laws, while religion is sidelined as a 

special case. The right to freedom of religion has been cast lower 

than an assumed inherent right and the Review’s recommendations 

did not cast religious freedom as a presumed right of personhood.  

Instead of balancing religious freedom with other rights, it tends to 

be roped off in little sections tied to antidiscrimination laws. The rec-

ommendations make religious freedom a concession within antidis-

crimination legislation rather than a right we are born with. A con-

cession bestowed on a group can also be removed. That is why it is 

so important the right to religious freedom be acknowledged as part 

of our humanity rather than part of our government. 

The recommendations regard religious freedom as an allowance per-

mitted with boundaries. If the principle of religion as a concession 

with ’boundaries’ is accepted, we will have lost a fundamental right. 
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Behold I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Matthew   t28:20 



 
‘Secularism  
is merely one voice 
in the pluralist 
crowd’   
 

‘The submissions in 
favour of religious 
liberty and freedom 
of conscience  to 
the Ruddock Review 
into religious free-
dom were over-
whelming’ 
 
John Anderson, former 
deputy prime minister 
1999-2005 

However, the Ruddock review says existing school teachers who marry 
a person of the same sex should not face adverse consequences. Such 
teachers can, however, then become role models or activists for the 
homosexual/lesbian cause, and undermine the teachings of the school 
and its faith-based mission. (It is concerning that practicing homosexu-
als might seek and choose to teach in Catholic schools, whose values 
and teachings they find unsatisfactory or condemn.) 

It is important to note that Bill Shorten has responded to the Rud-
dock Review saying that Labor is rejecting  this staffing discretion for 
religious schools. This jeopardizes the mission of Catholic and other 
religious schools. He was stridently supported by Penny Wong, en-
dorsing this major change in attitude towards religious education.  

Despite media reports, the Ruddock Review suggests homosexual/
lesbian students may only be asked to leave a school if several condi-
tions are fulfilled: the school must have distributed its clear policy and 
must act considering the best interests of the child. In effect, it would 
mean children - and they are children - would only risk expulsion if 
they flaunted homosexual/lesbian activity at school or promote it or 
sought to involve others in it. All children in a Catholic school should 
be encouraged - and are expected - to behave chastely and modestly.   

The Ruddock Report at least says Faith-based schools should be 
able to discriminate in hiring teachers regarding sexual orientation  

Other rights of the person have been previously elevated with statutory 
recognition. Underneath this, religious freedom has been cast as amend-
ments. This sentiment needed counteracting rather than endorsement.  

In 1918 we have seen Christian speakers being issued with an invoice for 
police intervention against aggressive, attacking mobs. We now have to 
pay for our own safety should the mob turn against us. Silencing, vio-
lence and threats against Christians are gaining acceptability even on 
university campuses where tolerance and intellectual freedom used to 
be highly valued. Christians are expected to agree with the prevailing 
cultural expressions and attitudes or suffer the consequences . 

Freedom to think and speak is tied to religious freedom and is vital to 
public reason and  discussion and to the growth of human society. 
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Archbishops Anthony Fisher and Mark Coleridge:  
‘Catholic Schools should be permitted to be Catholic’ 

Religious Freedom is reduced in value  



‘I saw a huge number, 

impossible to count, of 

people from every na-

tion race, tribe and lan-

guage; they were stand-

ing in front of the 

throne and in front of 

the Lamb, dressed in 

white robes and holding 

palms in their hands. 

They shouted aloud 

‘Victory to our  God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb’...One 

of the elders then spoke 

and asked me ‘Do you 

know who these people 

are, dressed in white 

robes and where they 

have come from?’ Then 

he said ‘These are the 

people who have been 

through the great perse-

cution and they have 

washed their robes 

white again in the blood 

of the Lamb’. Gospel Nov. Ist. 

Coinciding with discussion around the imminent release of the Ruddock Re-

port, Justice Michael Kirby delivered the annual ‘Human Rights Lecture’ at 

Curtin University in Perth, September 28th 2018. Displaying significant reli-

gious illiteracy he questioned whether prime Minister Scott Morrison really 

does ‘love’ LGBTIQ people. Unaware that Christian love emulates Jesus’ 

love—which extends to all persons— Kirby based his accusation on Scott 

Morrison’s choice of a Christian school for his children.  

Kirby initially paid lip service to human rights by admitting the Prime Minis-

ter’s choice of school was a matter for him and his wife. However, he then 

proceeded to reveal and promote an oppressive ideology. He pursued Scott 

Morrison for possible ‘resonances to the old approach to sexual orientation 

and gender identity in Australia’. He assumed, and encouraged his audience 

to also assume, that a practicing Christian cannot show leadership: ‘it has to 

be said quite bluntly to our new PM that from national leaders, leadership is 

expected’. Justice Kirby knows better than to promote religious intolerance.  3 

 

Former High Court Judge, Justice Kirby, provides evidence of the intolerance 
and oppression of the LGBTIQ movement towards Christians living their faith.  

Cardinal Pell: 

 ‘As the social forces against 

Christian living  have inten-

sified sociological defences 

have to be strengthened’ 

 

Prime Minister Menzies:  

‘democracy is more than a 

machine; it is a spirit. It is 

based upon the Christian 

conception that there is in 

every human soul a spark of 

the Divine’ 

 



 

     

  

 

 

Almighty and merciful 

God, graciously keep 

from us all adversity, so 

that, unhindered in 

mind and body alike,  

we may pursue in free-

dom of heart the things 

that are yours. 

Through Our Lord Jesus 

Christ your Son, who 

lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God for-

ever and ever 

 

 

 

 

Gender removal from the birth certificate identity of 
Tasmanian newborns—proposed legislation   

Amendments added to legislation by Tasmanian Labor and the Greens seek 

to have gender removed from birth certificates, furthering the inculturation 

of gender confusion. Proposed amendments prohibit the Registrar of births 

deaths and marriages from identifying the sex of a Tas child at birth. As Aus-

tralian journalist Janet Albrechtsen observed: ‘stripping people of their gen-

der at birth cements a social experiment aimed at encouraging gender fluidi-

ty’. Other consequences would follow. Eg men would in future be able to 

enter ‘women spaces’, declaring themselves to be women under proposed 

amendments. Girl Guides acceptance of transgender males is already caus-

ing issues. Parents say: “You are putting the onus on a young girl to say 

whether or not she is uncomfortable sharing with a boy,” they said. “It could 

lead to her being labelled transphobic if she says she is unhappy.”  
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Birth Certificates: arguing  for the right to 
know one’s biological parents 

The European Court of Human Justice is advocating for the right of every 

child to ‘know and be cared for by his/her human parents’, as far as pos-

sible , as guaranteed by the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Two 

French women who were conceived by anonymous sperm donation are 

presenting their cases to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). 

Artificial reproductive technology (and surrogacy) fail to provide any 

record of the identity of biological fathers. 

The two women argue they have been denied the knowledge of their 

heritage and identity and have therefore lost their genetic kinship. They 

argue their birth certificates are fraudulent. One of the women had half-

siblings in eight different families.  

When I myself was a medical student at Sydney University in the 1970’s, 

male students earnt $20 for a sperm specimen submitted during morn-

ing lectures. The identities of their children so conceived and the num-

ber of offspring fathered by artificial inseminations from within a limited 

population radius are all unknown. The number of partnered relation-

ships formed between their half sibling offspring  is not knowable. 

The outcome of the cases before the European Court of Human Rights 

could inform international legislation regarding parenthood documenta-

tion on birth certificates. This would be a major positive step upholding 

the rights of children. It could halt the surrogacy push in many countries 

to have only the purchasing mother’s name entered on a birth certifi-

cate, rather than the birthing mother, in a surrogacy baby sale.  

      *** 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception pray for us. 
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