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‘I am reminded of your sincere Faith, a 

faith that dwelt first in your grand-

mother Lois and your mother Eunice’  

2 Tim 1:5 

 

Australia now has legally endorsed suicide 

Claiming to be courageous and compassionate, Victoria has entered the dark void of 

legally assisted suicide. Using the ‘wizardry of words’ Premier Dan Andrews called 

the introduction of suicide assistance as marking a ‘day of compassion’ and a ‘day of 

reform ..a day of giving control back to those who are terminally ill’.  

Amid 68 safeguards and lavish language, Victoria has signaled to Australians that 

ministry to those who are terminally ill and despairing requires supported suicide. 

To choose suicide, is to regain control. His words also signal to each person strug-

gling to manage their mental or physical health - or other life issues - that suicide is 

empowering.   

The Australian Medical Association and its current and past presidents are warning 

that the presence of 68 safeguards indicates there are many potential situations for 

failure of protection against wrongful deaths. They warn of the danger of inaccurate 

diagnosis or prognosis and of the increased vulnerability of frail, elderly and dying 

persons in the context of suicide approval. 120 GPs, palliative care specialists and 

cancer specialists in Victoria have gone against the ethos of their profession and 

trained up to provide a route for patients to kill themselves. The former president of 

the AMA and current Chair of the Council of the World Medical Association has 

identified the problem of a lack of access to good quality palliative care.  

Former AMA vice president Dr. Stephen Parnis abhors the use of the word ‘dignity’ 

to describe death bought in a lethal potion. He has assisted many persons at the 

end of their lives and their dignity, he said, did not require a poison. 

To ascribe dignity to euthanasia is to impute other deaths as without dignity: those 

who wait on the Lord’s timing as undignified. The presence of any form of suffering 

is being cast into culture as subhuman, shameful and surrendering control. In a sec-

ular world where the soul is poorly recognized, valor and faithfulness are also more 

difficult to recognize. Virtue becomes anything tagged with approbation and is sig-

naled with a word wizardry inspired by the ‘father of lies’. Protecting true dignity 

and distinguishing compassion from pity are the path shown us by the Father of Life.  
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Behold I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Matthew  28:20 



 

Deliver those who are being 

taken away to death, and 

those who are staggering to 

slaughter, Oh hold them back. 

Proverbs 24:11  

 

Growing acceptance of eutha-

nasia does not indicate an 

increased compassion, but 

highlights the rise of a selfish 

‘throwaway culture’ that 

casts aside the sick the dying, 

and those who do not satisfy 

the perceived requirements o 

a healthy life. 

Pope Francis 

Western Australia is considering euthanasia, encouraged by Victoria’s pas-
sage of state-sanctioned killing. The Northern Territory  also is re-visiting eu-
thanasia, as it did in 1997.  

W.A. has dispensed with many of the safeguards usually in place to protect 
people from wrongful death. The WA government appointed an expert panel 
to investigate enacting euthanasia laws which produced a very liberal and fast 
path to sanctioned killing. It suggested that for access to the locked box of 
drugs, death must only be ‘reasonably foreseeable within 12 months’;  only  
one doctor needs to sign off; and no state health department sign off is nec-
essary. When criticized for the lax criteria the report’s author said the panel 
had balanced the ‘need for compassion’ with the ‘need for  safeguards’.   

Belgium under euthanasia between 2014 and 2017 killed 201 persons with 
psychiatric disorders, including those with depression, bipolar disorder (73 
cases), organic mental disorders including autism (10), dementia and Alz-
heimers (60), neurotic disorders, post traumatic stress disorder (16), schizo-
phrenia and psychotic disorders (11). In 25 persons killed under this legisla-
tion who were aged under 40 years, the reason was mostly for personality 
and behavioural disorders. These categories were not included or foreseen in 
the initial legislation proposed for Belgians. 

 

“Compassion does not mean pity, it means ‘suffering with'”   Pope Francis 
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Where there is suffering “..then our resilience, our character and our hope are re-
ally tested.. then our community’s resolve to stand with us is tested…Archbishop Fisher 

In those extreme situations where suffering of any kind is not completely removed, our humanity 

must supply what is missing in science, psychology or social work. To make present the eternal dignity 

of a suffering person is the responsibility of all of us. Our love is the emotional and spiritual support 

we immerse them in, while we ourselves follow resilience and hopefulness.  

The desert of euthanasia is a barren place without nourishment. Its ‘word wizardry’ merely creates a 

mirage offering no truth and no living water. It beckons the unwary with the allure of compassion and 

control. If we succumb to the euthanasia language of ‘burdensome’ and ‘intolerable’ we strengthen 

the culture of despairing pity and its deadly fruit. As loved ones  and caregivers we can instead devel-

op confidence in our Eucharistic and spiritual strength as we draw on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, pro-

ducing fruits which won’t hover untouchably out of reach, shifting like a mirage. Deadly poisons don’t 

convey the bond of humanity and relationship  but short circuit what is most called for. 



 

“Especially in those 

difficult circum-

stances, if the per-

son feels loved, re-

spected and accept-

ed, the negative 

shadow of euthana-

sia disappears or is 

made almost non-

existent because 

the value of his or 

her being is meas-

ured by the ability 

of giving and receiv-

ing love   

Pope Francis 

 

 ‘ Where First Nations people are already overrepresented at every 

stage of our health system, it is irresponsible to vote in favour of another ave-

nue to death. Paving the way for euthanasia and assisted suicide leaves First 

Nations people even more vulnerable, when our focus should be on working 

collectively to create laws that help prolong life and restore their right to en-

joy a healthy life...We exist not as solitary individuals; we exist within a family, 

a community, our cultures and ethos, and in the kinship landscape. I'm a great 

admirer of those who have cared for loved ones and made personal sacrifices 

to do so. Not everyone is able to do this, I know, and I do not condemn them 

for the choices that they make. In the broad sense, we are part of a common 

humanity. If we give one person the right to make that decision—that is, to 

assist in committing suicide—we as a whole are affected. If we give one family 

that right, we as a whole are affected. If we give one state or territory that 

right, we as a country are affected. If we give one nation the right to deter-

mine life, our common humanity is affected. I cannot support this legislation’.  3 

 

Senator Pat Dodson (W.A.) in parliament said there are al-
ready too many ways for indigenous persons to die. 



 

 

 

 

 

‘The Law of the Lord is 

perfect, reviving the 

soul  

the statutes of the Lord 

are trustworthy, making 

wise the simple. 

The precepts of the Lord 

are right, giving joy to 

the heart 

The commands of the 

Lord are radiant giving 

light to the eyes’  

Ps 19 vs 7-8 

 

During the debate on the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2017 in 
Victoria, former Labor Prime Minister Paul Keating argued: 

    ‘No matter what justifications are offered for the bill, it constitutes an 
unacceptable departure in our approach to human existence and the 
irrevocable sanctity that should govern our understanding of what it 
means to be human’… 

‘It is a mistake for legislators to act on the deeply held emotional con-
cerns of many , when that involves crossing a threshold  that will affect 
the entire society in perpetuity’. 
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Especially in difficult circumstances, if the person feels loved, re-
spected and accepted, the negative shadow of euthanasia disap-

pears or is made almost non-existent   

“From an ethical standpoint,” the Pope said, withholding or withdrawing 

excessive treatment “is completely different from euthanasia, which is 

always wrong, in that the intent of euthanasia is to end life and cause 

death”. If the patient is competent and able, the Pope said, he or she 

“has the right, obviously in dialogue with medical professionals, to evalu-

ate a proposed treatment and to judge its actual proportionality in his or 

her concrete case” and to refuse the treatment “if such proportionality 

is judged lacking.” 

In either case, he said, even medical professionals must follow “the su-

preme commandment of responsible closeness,” remaining alongside 

those who are dying..it could be said that the categorical imperative is to 

never abandon the sick,” he said.      

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception pray for us. 
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