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NATIONAL 

EXECUTIVE 2018/2019 

National President: 

Valma Ivory 

National Vice Presidents: 

Adele Parsons 

Karyn Kammann 

National Secretary: 

Maria Parkinson 

National Treasurer: 

Fran Mulcahy 

National Chaplain: 

Fr Jess Navarra 

 

NATIONAL CONVENORS & OFFICERS 

International Secretary: 

Madeleine Banister 

Social Issues Convenor: 

Anne-Marie Ferry 

Bio-ethics Convenor: 

Deirdre Little 

WUCWO Board member Australia &  

President of WUCWO Asia Pacific Region: 

 Catherine McGrath 

Research Officer: 

 Sonia Di Mezza 

Public Officer:  

 Pat Liddiard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER ORGANISATIONS 

Victoria & Wagga Wagga 

Delegates: 

Jane Munro and Margaret Lucas 

Alternate Delegates: 

Kate Mathai and Mary Long 

 

Tasmania 

Delegates: 

Judy Gibbens and Deirdre Reid 

Alternate Delegate: 

Pam Clark 

 

New South Wales 

Delegates: 

Ann Pereira and Loretta Chester 

Alternate Delegate: 

Sally Fennell 

 

Queensland 

Delegates: 

Veronica Box and Jan Webb 

Alternate Delegates: 

Gemma Courtney and Lee-Ann Holmes 

 

South Australia 

Delegates: 

Cecilia Quigley and Anne Redden 

Alternate Delegates: 

Philomena Jeffrey and Joan Young 

 

Western Australia 

Delegates: 

Beverley Macri and Pauline Marlborough 

Alternate Delegates: 

Sharon Cully and Jan Bowen 

   

  

INTRODUCTIONS 
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SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2019 

(National executive, delegates, convenors) 

5.00pm  Sundowner  

6.00pm - 8.00pm  National Council Meeting 
 

MONDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2019 

(National executive, delegates, convenors) 

10.00am  Civic Reception/Morning Tea  

  Bunbury Council Chambers 

11.30am - 4.00pm  National Council Meeting 
 

(All attendees) 

2.00pm - 5.00pm  Registration in Hotel Foyer 

6.00pm  Opening Mass, St Patrick’s Cathedral, Bunbury 
 

TUESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2019 

8.00am  Registration - Lord Forrest Hotel 

9.00am   Welcome to Country and Opening Liturgy 

   Opening Address and Welcome 

   National President  - Valma Ivory 
   Morning Tea  

  KEY NOTE SPEAKER - Malcolm Hart 

  National President’s Report 

   National Treasurer’s Report  

   The Angelus - Lunch 

   Motions and Recommendations 

   GUEST SPEAKER - Debra Sayce 

   Afternoon tea 

   Social Issues Report (Ann-Marie Ferry) 

   Bioethics Report - Dr Deirdre Little 

   Draw daily raffle  

 

Conference Programme 
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WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

8.30am  Mass 

 

9.15am  GUEST SPEAKER - Dr Pina Ford 

 Morning Tea  

 Motions 

 State reports - South Australia 

    - Tasmania 
12 NOON  The Angelus 
 
 GUEST SPEAKER - Fr Greg Donovan 
 Lunch 
 

  Research Officer - Sonia Di Mezza 

  National International Sec - Madeleine Banister 

  State Reports - NSW 
      - Queensland 
  Afternoon Tea 
  State Reports - Victoria Wagga Wagga 
      - Western Australia 

  Motions 

4.30pm  Draw daily raffle - Close 

6.00pm  Conference Dinner - Entertainment 

 
THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2019 

8.00am      Opening Prayer 

 WUCWO - Catherine McGrath 

 Motions from the floor 

 GUEST SPEAKERS - current ethics topics  

- Sonia Di Mezza & Fr Joe Parkinson 

 Morning Tea 

 GUEST SPEAKER - Bella Burgemeister 

 

11.45 am  Close of Conference Mass and Lunch 
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MALCOLM HART - Director ACBC Office for Youth 

Malcolm Hart is the Director of the Office for Youth with the Australian 

Catholic Bishops Conference and a recently appointed Consultor to the Vatican 

Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life.  

Malcolm has over 25 years of experience of working with young people in the 

Church in Australia, including diocesan roles in Bunbury (WA) and Brisbane 

(QLD). He is the Director of the Australian Catholic Youth Festival, which in 

2017 hosted over 21,000 participants and has accompanied thousands of 

Australian pilgrims to nine international World Youth Days over 20 years. Perth 

is the host city for this year’s festival. 

Malcolm is an author and presenter at national and international conferences on young people. Growing up 

in the Bunbury Diocese, Malcolm now lives in Brisbane and is married with three daughters. 

Dr DEBRA SAYCE - Executive Director Catholic Education Western Australia 

Dr Debra Sayce is Executive Director of Catholic Education Western Australia 

(CEWA), the second largest education provider in the state with approximately 

78,000 students and 15,000 staff across 162 schools. 

 Prior to her appointment, Dr Sayce held the position of Director of Religious 

Education, CEWA, where she was responsible for leading Catholic Identity, 

Religious Education and Faith Formation.  

 In a career spanning 32 years, Dr Sayce has gained extensive experience in the 

education sector, both in independent and Catholic secondary schools.  A 

published author and a former post-graduate student of the University of Notre 

Dame, she is a member of the Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia. 

 Her leadership positions extend to membership of the Australian Catholic Disability Council, the 

Archdiocesan Caritas Committee, the Catholic Institute of Western Australia and the Australian Catholic 

Bishops Plenary Council Executive Committee.  

 Dr Sayce is a member of the Australian Catholic Bishops Plenary Council Executive Committee, working on 

the implementation of the 2020 Plenary Council. 

 

Conference Presenters 
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Dr PINA FORD - Centre for Faith Enrichment Team Leader 

Dr Pina works for Catholic Education where she and her team provide 

training and formation for catechists, develop Religious Education resources 

for parishes, and support the implementation of  sacrament processes in the 

Archdiocese of Perth.   

Dr Pina says a privileged part of her work has been to nurture the faith 

journey of adults, especially those whose role is to share their faith with 

others.  

Dr Pina’s academic qualifications (BA honours, Master in Philosophy and a 

PhD) from the University of WA, are in the areas of literature, philosophy and 

theology. In recent years, she has also completed course work for a Graduate Diploma in Spiritual Direction. 

With her husband, Pina has seven adult children and a growing number of grandchildren. 

 

Fr GREG DONOVAN 

 
Fr Greg has been a priest of the Archdiocese of Perth for 38 years. He had 

spent the whole time in parish ministry until four years ago, when bad health 

saw him move out from parish ministry. He is now involved with adult faith 

education, helping out in parishes and presenting retreats for female Religious. 

His work with asylum-seekers began seven years ago, and, since then six 

young men from Iran and Afghanistan have lived with him. At present he still 

shares his home with two of them. Their quarters are somewhat cramped but 

despite that they manage quite well.  

With the asylum-seekers, there is a lot of government paperwork to get their visas, with limited success. 

Neither of his housemates is working, which at times makes providing for them a challenge for Fr Greg. 

However, Fr Greg finds it a pleasure having them around and hearing their stories, though they are quite 

reticent about what they have been through.  

Mainly because of slow responses from the Australian government, they have all suffered mental illness, with 

treatment available when they have a Medicare card. An ever present fear is that they can be put back into 

detention at any time, which creates a lot of stress for them. 
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Rev Dr JOE PARKINSON - Director L J Goody Bioethics Centre 

Fr Joseph Parkinson has been priest of the Archdiocese of Perth (Western 

Australia) for over 35 years. He has served as assistant priest and parish 

priest in a number of parishes in the Archdiocese and was Director of 

Catholic Youth Ministry for six years.  

His substantive position since 2003 has been Director of the L J Goody 

Bioethics Centre, an agency of the Archdiocese providing research, 

education and consultancy in personal, professional, public and healthcare 

ethics. 

Fr Parkinson holds a Licence in Moral Theology from the Alphonsian Academy in Rome (Italy), and a PhD in 

Moral Theology from the University of Notre Dame Australia. He sits on the Human Research and Clinical 

Ethics committees of St John of God Healthcare Inc., the Reproductive Technology Council at the Health 

Department of WA, and the Clinical Ethics Consultancy Service of the Women and Children’s Health Service 

of WA serving both Perth Children’s Hospital and King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women. He is also a 

Trustee of St John of God Healthcare, and an honorary fellow of Australian Catholic University. 

Fr Joe’s current areas of research include professional ethics in Catholic ministry, pastoral care of same-sex 

attracted persons, and bioethics in public policy debates. 

 

SONIA DI MEZZA  

Sonia Di Mezza is the Research Officer for the CWLA, advocating through 

her submissions and presentations for the rights of women, children and 

other vulnerable people.  

Sonia works as the Deputy CEO of a disability advocacy organisation, is a 

solicitor and human rights lawyer.  

Sonia has set up human rights projects in Sudan and Pakistan; worked for 

the UN in Lebanon, in Australia as a refugee lawyer, and in India for a 

child rights NGO.  

She lives in Canberra with her husband and two daughters, Sofia and Jenna.  

 

 

  



CWLA Inc – 49th Biennial Conference 2019 14 
 

BELLA BURGEMEISTER 

Bella Burgemeister is 13 and comes from Bunbury, Western Australia. 

Bella is author and presenter of her book Bella’s Challenge. Bella’s 

Challenge is Kids take on the 17 UN Global Goals for Sustainable 

Development, outlines the goals in kids speak, and sets out simple 

challenges kids can accept to help their communities and the planet. Bella 

has presented her book to over 6000 students around Australia. All 

proceeds from the book sales have gone back into sustainable development 

projects such as lockers for the homeless in Bunbury. 

Bella is Co-President of Millennium Kids that is a kid led Environmental 

organisation working on ways to help the planet. She is also a Co-organiser of the Perth and Bunbury School 

Strike 4 Climate Action events, and was appointed a committee member to Preston River Ocean Advisory 

Committee by the Minister of Environment  

Bella’s awards: - 2017 and 2018 - Finalist in the WA Young Achiever of the Year Awards.  

2018 - Winner of the WA Youth Award for Sustainable Futures.  

2018 - CCWA Young Environmentalist of the Year. 

 

When ten-year-old Bella Burgemeister heard about the United Nations  17 Global Goals for Sustainable 

Development, she knew that she wanted to do something. She had an idea. She thought long and hard, and 

created a plan. Bella's Challenge began with that idea. ... Google Books 

  

https://books.google.com/books/about/Bella_s_Challenge.html?id=UaQxMQAACAAJ&source=kp_book_description
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO NATIONAL COUNCIL AND BIENNIAL 

CONFERENCE 2019 - Valma Ivory 

Although the tenure of the Western Australian National Executive began from the 1st January 2018, the 

Installation Mass and administration handover was completed in early February. To gain ground on missing a 

month, the executive had worked hard to set up timelines, responsibilities, a table of administrative tasks 

and regular communication between the National Executive, Member Organizations and the Convenors. We 

were grateful for the advice from the retiring South Australian National Executive and for their support that 

continued over the first few months into our tenure. I am personally grateful to Anne Marie Clark for her 

willingness to answer questions and give insights into matters I had to deal with through our many phone 

conversations early in my role.  

The management of the National electronic media was changed as the initial Webmaster, Matt Price’s 

contract expired at the end of 2017 and was not renewed. CWLA did not own the cwla.org.au domain and 

the task of changing the National web address and building the profile of CWLA through the electronic 

media was difficult. Initially Public Relations Officers Joanna Lamek and then Rosabella Robertson built the 

new webpage. Both resigned from this paid position to seek full time employment. At present, Vice 

President Adele Parsons has taken on this role voluntarily until the end of 2019. Adele has focussed on 

posting current news on the Facebook page to generate interest within the wider community. The web sites 

have generated positive enquiries about Catholic Women’s League. Adele has steered these enquiries to the 

appropriate state bodies with the aim to increased membership.  

Representing CWLA has been one of the highlights of my role as National President as I travelled interstate 

to attend Conferences and special gatherings. In July 2018, I accepted an invitation from the Catholic 

Women’s League of Aotearoa-New Zealand to attend their National Conference, “Women Welcoming 

Change” in Wellington. The warm welcome, by National President Kay Blackburn and members, to the group 

of Australian CWL members continued over the three days. I invited all members to consider travelling to 

Bunbury Western Australia in September 2019 and as I write this report three ladies have already registered.  

I have had the great privilege of meeting many members from Tasmania, News South Wales and Queensland 

during the months of August and September 2018. I was grateful to be invited to their State Conferences 

and the opportunity to learn so much about Catholic Women’s League from state, diocesan and branch 

levels in Australia. There was a thread of Pope Francis’ “Call to Holiness in Today’s World” running through 

the themes of every conference. All are striving to promote a new way of thinking about how to be relevant 

to women of the future by engaging with youth and women in their prime who feel time poor but want to 

make a difference in society and the natural world. I listened, witnessed and felt people’s perseverance, 

patience and meekness as they shared the joy of and passion for the work that they do. Catholic Women’s 

League women are bold, passionate and prayerful within their communities. 

Townsville Bishop Tim Harris spoke of the importance of CWL with its culture of life, dignity and integrity and 

the ability of members to listen to the people within their communities, helping them see the face of Christ 

in actions, words and silent, still listening.  

Tasmanian Bishop Julian Porteous spoke of CWL women being the glue that held communities together, 

welcoming and supporting, reaching out to new arrivals, a constant in a revolving door of fads and 

challenges to the foundations of the Australian way. 

Wollongong Bishop Emeritus Peter Ingham spoke of the need to continue with a change of attitude just as 

Mary our Mother adapted to changes in her life. “Why has Mary persisted through the ages? The answer is 

in her human journey with God, which is, in reality, similar to your journey and mine.”  
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We can adapt without compromising our beliefs. “We can do all things in the One who gives us strength.” 

(Phil 4:13) 

In October 2018, I attended the WUCWO General Assembly in Dakar. The theme for this Assembly was 

“WUCWO Women, Carriers of ‘Living water’ to a world which thirsts for Peace”. All member organizations 

reported on ways their members achieved the resolutions set at the Fatima 2014 GA and then set about 

forming statements for the way forward. Highlights were the Opening Mass at Dakar’s Cathedral, the six 

keynote speakers who challenged us in readiness for our working groups with the task of prioritising the 

work of WUCWO in the next four years, the pilgrimage to the slave trading port, Goree Island and the closing 

Mass at the Marian Shrine of Popenguine.     

The current theme, adopted at the end of the Assembly, “Women called to Holiness to Sanctify the World 

for a Holistic Development”, sets us the task to be done leading to the 2022 General Assembly through the 

four resolutions passed: Healthy Planet, Family and Vulnerable Members, Violence Against Women and Call 

to Holiness. The WUCWO Asia Pacific Regional Conference will be held in Sydney in 2020. 

In February 2019, I arranged a visit to Melbourne with State President, Jane that coincided with a visit, from 

India, of Rev Dr Mathew Abraham, Director General of Catholic Health Association of India to meet with the 

Mary Glowrey Museum staff and CWL members. Extensive exhibits gave an excellent overview of Mary 

Glowrey’s life and work. Rev Dr Mathew spoke of the Mary Glowrey’s legacy that continues today in India. I 

enjoyed the intimate lunch with CWL members at the Catholic University café.  

I continued onto Adelaide to meet with a small group of members at the new headquarters of CWLSA. 

During a delicious morning tea, I spoke with members about current issues and answered questions. The 

members stressed their need to have good communication networks so that they can share what is 

happening throughout Australia. 

In Western Australia, I joined celebrations marking 60 years as a CWL branch in Bunbury last year and Albany 

this year. Applecross celebrated 50 years as a branch recently. The masses were beautiful and the fellowship 

was heart-warming and joyous. Maria and I also participated as CWL members in the Bunbury Diocesan 

Synod following an invitation from Bishop Gerard. Maria spoke about her years of moving from place to 

place as a family with her husband Tony’s work and that a local branch warmly welcomed her, assisted in her 

settling into the community and was invited to join the group. Her membership of CWL was the glue that 

sustained her through ups and down over the following years.  

Our organisation is blessed to have dedicated women who juggle their professional and family 

responsibilities to share their gifts to assist the executive to carry out our role in keeping the membership 

informed on national and international issues and current events. Their presentations to council meetings 

and National Conference are detailed.  

Bioethics Convenor, Deirdre Little steps down at the end of her six-year term. Her passion to ensure all 

submissions are based on the teachings of the Church, the research done in preparation of submissions to 

governments and her informative Bioethics Reports are gratefully appreciated. 

National International Secretary, Madeleine Bannister embraced her role and has given the membership an 

insight into the workings of the Commission for the Status of Women (CSW) through her daily reports at 

both CSW62 and CSW63. Madeleine also sent reports from Dakar in her role as voting delegate and has 

disseminated WUCWO news and events to our membership. Thank you, Madeleine for embracing this role 

with enthusiasm and we wish you every success in your career.  

WUCWO Board Member, Catherine McGrath was reappointed to this position last year and we are grateful 

for her continued work and long-distance travel to attend board meetings. Catherine’s reports are 

informative and she was instrumental in bringing the WUCWO Asia Pacific Assembly to Sydney in 2020.  
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I acknowledge the work done by National Social Issues Convenor, Anne-Marie Farrelly for her regular reports 

on current social issues and liaising with state social issues convenors to inform, research and prepare 

articles.  Working with other national convenors in research for submissions is appreciated. 

Research Officer, Sonia di Mezza has supported the convenors in preparation of submissions through 

research and drafting of documents. Sonia keeps an eye on parliamentary inquiries and seeks input from 

members. She has been instrumental in providing a voice on behalf of CWLA through the many submissions 

presented to parliaments. Sonia has agreed to take on the Public Officer role in 2020 because Pat Liddiard 

has stepped down.  The Executive thanks Pat for her many years of dedication to the role as Public Officer 

and her ongoing joy as a member of CWL. 

Thank you to the Executive members, Maria Parkinson, Fran Mulcahy, Karyn Kammann and Adele Parsons 

for their work and support over the two years and especially the extra time and effort to co-ordinate the 

Conference. The collaborative approach has paid off with prudent management of finances, excellent 

records of our administration and good communication to our Member Organizations. Special thanks to Fr 

Jess Navarra for his guidance and support as National Chaplain.  

 

Valma Ivory 

Look around you; 

Behold the miracle of creation! 

 

Each community can take from the bounty of the earth 

whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty to 

protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming 

generations.  - Extract Laudato Si 
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NATIONAL TREASURER - Fran Mulcahy 

An audited statement of Income and Expenditure was distributed to State Presidents for 

consideration and comment for the AGM held in May 2019. Therefore, those Statements are not 

included in this Conference book. 

Total Receipts decreased by $73,423 

Total Expenditure decreased by $65,644 

Net loss in 2018 ($45,866) 

Income decreased due to National Conference income in 2017. 

Expenditure decreased also due to National Conference expenditure in 2017. 

The subject of Net Losses over the past few years was raised at the 2018 Mid Term meeting. The 

result was a majority of those members present agreeing that Membership levies needed to be 

increased. Levies had not been increased for a number of years, and with a decreasing 

membership, the organisation was not considered sustainable at the current rate of levy.  

After managing CWLA accounts in 2018/19, with the increase in levies in 2019, I expect the Profit 

and Loss Statement to reflect a much healthier bottom line at the end of 2019. 

The current CWLA Executive have worked hard and I thank them all for the wonderful support they 

have shown me. I also wish to express how great an experience it’s been working in such a cohesive 

team.  

We’ve managed to keep National Conference costs to a realistic level given our financial situation 

and we aim to  hand over a set of financial records to Victoria/Wagga Wagga which will see CWLA  

in a more sustainable position going forward. 

I also offer my gratitude and thanks to the State Treasurers who have always communicated well 

with me, sharing their considerable knowledge and advice especially in the early months in the 

National Treasurer role.  

Being in the role of National Treasurer I have gained a lot of knowledge in regard to up to date 

accounting practices and regained some of the skill which had waned over the past few years in 

retirement.  

It has been challenging but also very rewarding and I thank Catholic Women’s League Australia for 

that opportunity.  

May our organisation live long and prosper in its wonderful work. 

Fran Mulcahy 
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NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY - Madeleine Banister 

As I come to the end of my term as National International Secretary, it has been a wonderful experience 

to look back on the last two years. The 12 months since I last completed an annual report have been 

filled with adventure and excitement, and always work that was fulfilling and in pursuit of the 

foundational goals of CWLA.  

WUCWO General Assembly 2018 

On the 15-22 October 2018, the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations held their General 

Assembly in Dakar, Senegal. This assembly was attended by National President, Valma Ivory, WUCWO 

Board Member, Catherine McGrath, Peg McEntee, Mary Smith, Margaret Frew and myself, all eager to 

participate and gain new experiences. Over the week, we listened to great speakers, were witness to a 

daily opening mass, and collaborated in the creation of 4 Resolutions: 

1. A HEALTHY PLANET DEPENDS ON ALL OF US 

2. LET US TAKE CARE OF THE FAMILY IN DIFFICULT SITUATIONS, ESPECIALLY ITS MOST 

VULNERABLE MEMBERS 

3. LET US ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN  

4. LET US EDUCATE TO RESPOND TO THE CALL TO HOLINESS 

The Assembly also saw the election of the new WUCWO Board, and our new President General, María 

Lía Zervino. I really learnt a lot at the General Assembly, and it was very enlightening to see how 

WUCWO works, and how all these women, from different cultures, come together to work towards the 

common goal of holiness.  

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 

Once again, I attended the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York. The 

Commission was in its 63rd iteration this year, and the theme was social protection systems, access to 

public services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and 

girls. Although the theme was different, generally the same issues that were affecting women, were 

discussed again this year. At some points, it made me wonder whether anything productive is actually 

being done to combat these inequalities, but I had to remind myself that these problems are so 

engrained into society that it will probably take a considerable amount of time for any headway to be 

made.  

Considering some of the events I attended this year, I had one particular favourite. It was a film 

screening which detailed the plight of female domestic workers who are being exported from Africa to 
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the Middle East. This is a burgeoning trade, detrimental to the workers. Within the film, it depicted an 

industry where the human rights of women are completely ignored, and they are talked about as 

though they are able to be sold and traded like livestock. Learning about human rights abuses such as 

this not only makes me feel incredibly lucky, but also fuels me to continue to be passionate about 

gender equality and the rights of women. Other examples of events I experienced included hearing 

from survivors of the North Korean Regime, and also how women are having to be innovative in how 

they adapt to climate change in order to ensure the wellbeing of their families. I also had the 

opportunity to attend 2 events run by the Holy See, one on human trafficking and modern slavery, and 

the other on gender equality and ideology, both of which were in hot demand.  

WUCWO Day 

On 13 May, it was WUCWO Day or the WUCWO Day of Prayer, and all Member States celebrated once 

again in amazing fashion. The Liturgy for the Day was prepared by the African Region, the theme being 

“WUCWO Women called to Holiness to sanctify the World for a Holistic Development.” The reports I 

received from the Member States showed a willingness and enthusiasm for our involvement in 

WUCWO.  

Some examples of the festivities for the day throughout the country include:  

- In WA, 5 branches celebrated in one way or another, taking in the theme suggested from 

WUCWO.  Prayers were also shared by members based on Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation 

‘Gaudete et Exsultate.’  

- In SA, Whyalla gathered for a State Council Meeting, celebrating Mass with about 20 members 

from the West Coast and Northern Diocese and collecting $305.50 for WUCWO, an amazing 

amount from such a small gathering. 

- In QLD, Brisbane Archdiocese, Townsville, Hervey Bay, Maryborough and Runaway Bay all had 

celebrations, raising generous amounts for WUCWO.  

- In NSW, Maitland-Newcastle had a WUCWO Day luncheon with a guest speaker.  

Finally, I just wanted to say a massive thank you to CWLA and our Member States for all the support and 

encouragement over the past 2 years. I will not be continuing for a second 2-year term, but have 

enjoyed myself immensely. The life experiences I have gained and the wisdom that I have been exposed 

to within the organisation are invaluable to me now and will be into the future. I’ll still be around 

though and am excited to see the work of CWLA continue.  

Madeleine Banister  
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NATIONAL BIOETHICS CONVENOR - Dr Deirdre Little 

The love of life and vitality of the Catholic Church defends the human family beyond any other institution. 

The combined gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit bring into sunlight the exquisite beauty of human life, the joy 

of the family and the love we owe each other as persons beloved of God and made in his own image and 

likeness. With sure-footed teaching the Church protects and defends the whole human family.  

Standing strong against the bullying of modern ideologies and holding out to us the life-giving culture of the 

‘Ancient of Days’, she challenges the profit before people culture. Seeing the world with great clarity the 

Church is not trapped in the modern world view. As she holds us close to her chest she shares His pledge and 

vision with us:   

‘Behold I am with you all through the days that are coming, yes to the end of the World’.  

The dark lovelessness of violence dressed as compassion in euthanasia-embracing  hospital wards and in the 

womb of suffering women, the truthless departure from evidence-based medicine in gender reassignment 

programmes, the pornography of the ‘safe schools programme’, the lie of the gender fairy taught to school 

children outside the loving care of their parents, the denial of help for those with unwanted same-sex 

attraction are all entrenched in the world-view. Through the Holy Spirit, to whom each CWL meeting opens 

in prayer, we are not only freed from these traps but we have the hope of Jesus promise, and the 

reassurance : ‘Have I not seen satan fall like lightning?’ 

Pope Francis reminds us: 

 Time and Time again Jesus bears us on His shoulders. No one can strip us of the dignity bestowed upon us by 
this boundless and unfailing love. With a tenderness which never disappoints, but is always capable of 
restoring our joy, he makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew. Let us not flee from the 
resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up, come what will. May nothing inspire us more than his life, which 
impels us onwards! (The Joy of the Gospel)  

His address to the Academy for Life he upholds the dignity of the whole person:  

‘The acceptance of our bodies as God’s gift is vital for welcoming and accepting the entire world as a gift 

from the Father and our common home, whereas thinking that we enjoy absolute power over our bodies 

turns, often subtly, into thinking we enjoy absolute power over creation.. Valuing one’s own body in its 

femininity or masculinity is necessary if I am going to be able to recognize myself in an encounter with 

someone who is different’ 

Submissions/Letters  

1. 2017: re Marriage amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Act 2017 

2. 2018: Supporting the listing of a drug on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, which can reduce the 

negative impact of an inherited metabolic disorder (phenylketonuria) on the cognitive development of 

children. It would also reduce recourse to termination of pregnancies with this condition. The addition of 

this drug (Kuvan) to the PBS was eventually approved.  

3. 2018: To the Religious Freedom Review, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. With contributions 

from Research Officer and International Secretary. Contact details for letters was distributed nationally 

through the bioethics newsletter. 

4. 2018: contribution to submission re the Consultation into Queensland’s Laws relating to the Termination 

of Pregnancy. 

5. Letter to NSW MPs regarding Public Health Amendment (Safe Access to Reproductive Health Clinics) Bill. 

6. Response to the Marie Stopes White Paper attempting to classify pro-life principles and Catholic teaching 

on contraception as domestic violence. 
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7. Response to the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 

(RANZCOG) which condoned the Marie Stopes White Paper. 

8. Submission to AHPRA  (Australian Health Practitioners Regulatory Authority) re proposed code of conduct 

mandating doctors not express differing opinions from those of the majority, eg concerning bioethics, 

medical management etc. 

9. Letter to Editor of journal Pediatrics concerning errors in recent postmarketing safety study of Gardasil. 

Published as comment. 

10. Correspondence with Chief Medical Officer regarding  

i) the approved absence of vaccines on the childhood vaccination programme not derived from 

aborted fetal cells. Lack of parental choice lowers vaccination rates.  

ii) increasing quantities of polysorbate 80, which is potentially ovary toxic,  in vaccines being added 

to the childhood vaccination schedule. 

11. Letter to Therapeutic Goods Administraton requesting  

i) vaccines be listed which are not derived from aborted fetal cells, as the number of vaccines so 

derived is increasing. 

ii) vaccines be listed which do not contain polysorbate 80 to facilitate practitioner and patient choice 

and enhance vaccine coverage. 

12. Letter to National Council for Women regarding misinformation distributed in their Newsletter 

concerning the Gardasil® vaccine. 

Newsletters addressing: 

. Euthanasia legislation in Victoria/NSW 

. Withdrawal of the Family Court from oversight of minors subjected to gender re-assignment. 

. Gender dysphoria in children and suppression and ‘de-platforming’ of debate. 

. Nature of gender dysphoria 

. Poor fertility knowledge among women and restorative reproductive medicine (eg Napro technology) 

versus IVF. 

. Marie Stopes White Paper seeking to ban Pregnancy Help Centres and criminalize pro-life health practice as 

domestic violence.   

. Hormonal contraception linked to breast cancer, depression in adolescents and endocrine disruptors in 

water.  

. Recommendations of the Ruddock report into Religious freedom 

. Banning of treatment for unwanted same sex attraction proposed in Victoria. 

. The pros and cons of music festival ‘pill testing’. Report on the ACT Pilot Project. 

. Origins of gender confusion in children, and evidence-based management. 

. Falling fertility. Recourse to IVF rather than scientific research.  

. Euthanasia now legislated as legally endorsed suicide   

. Euthanasia pdf prepared for resource to inform future state euthanasia legislation         submissions. 

. Fetal Pain pdf prepare for resource to inform future state abortion legislation submissions. 
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. Report on Gender Dysphoria forum held parliament house July 2nd 2019. 

Presentations 

. To World Congress of Infectious Diseases Bangkok re the poor quality safety studies and possible ovarian 

effects of quadrivalent human papillomavirus vaccine (Gardasil®). June 2018. 

. To Annual Scientific Meeting of Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and 

Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) November 2018. Poster presentation peer reviewed, accepted concerning 

deficits in pre-marketing safety studies and post marketing safety problems, titled ‘Gardasil®: Marketing 

Ethos versus Medical Ethics’.   

. Tasmania CWL Inc State Conference Hobart 2018 re current bioethics issues 

. Presentation to Australian Institute of Reproductive and Restorative Medicine as peer-reviewed poster 

concerning ovarian toxicity evidence related to Gardasil®. 

Other Publications 

British Medical Journal of Evidence Based Medicine:  

Review published of Gardasil ® safety studies’ defects, titled: ‘Ongoing inadequacy of quadrivalent HPV 

vaccine safety studies. 10.1136/bmjebm-2018-111122 

Invitations accepted  

To attend the NSW State Parliament forum on Gender dysphoria held 2nd July 2019. 

To produce a podcast on the pro-life antenatal clinic ‘Lily Rose’ in Coffs Harbour by the current president of 

the Brighton Collaboration (Basel) and president of Medicine with a Heart. July 2019. 

Projects   

‘Lily Rose’ prolife antenatal clinic supported by churches in mid north coast NSW and by ‘project life’, 

initiated by CWL Helen Wyborn (Rest in Peace)  Lismore diocesan bioethics coordinator.  

As my six year tenure as national bioethics convenor draws to a close this September and I hand over to the 

next convenor, I thank the excellent presidents I have worked with, the friends I have made, the teams who 

have supported this work and love which has sustained us all to uphold the truth of God and His Church as 

we have together sought to do His will.  

 

Dr Deirdre Little  - M.B., B.S., D.R.A.N.Z.C.O.G.,F.A.C.R.R.M.,Grad.Cert.Bioeth 

 

“It is no longer enough to speak only of the integrity of ecosystems. We 

have to dare to speak of the integrity of human life, of the need to 

promote and unify all the great values.”  

Pope Francis Laudato Si #224 
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SOCIAL ISSUES CONVENOR - Anne Marie Ferry 

Our 48th biennial conference in Adelaide took place in the lead-up to the same-sex marriage plebiscite. I said 
“…advocates will push for further progress on their agenda. This plebiscite is being presented as an issue of 
tolerance, yet already there is no tolerance for the ‘no” case.  We are being bullied or derided as traditional 
and old-fashioned.  It’s like being tortured for the faith! “  

There has been ongoing tension between the progressives and the conservatives, with religious freedom 
being the major issue over the past two years. The government quickly enacted same-sex marriage 
legislation, but failed to include the promised protections for people who did not support the change.  
Instead it announced a Religious Freedom Review, chaired by Philip Ruddock.  It received an overwhelming 
number of submissions and took longer than expected to provide its report to the government. After careful 
consideration, the government announced that it supported 15 of the 20 recommendations. These were not 
implemented prior to the election which raises concerns about why the issue was being postponed. Given 
the different state laws, one hopes the issue has not been put in the “too hard” basket.  

There have even been suggestions that the legislation has not been presented because of the high profile 
given to the progressive agenda – and the relative unpopularity of traditional religious views with the media.  
There has been a lot of positive coverage of LGBTIQ+ and gender issues, and of course the community is 
sympathetic to people with mental health issues around their situation being unhappy or suicidal. We want 
our society to be inclusive, but ironically religious people are still being portrayed as negative, long after the 
plebiscite. Now it seems that people of faith are the ones being excluded, or at least having to fight for equal 
rights under the law. 

Late in 2018 there was a Senate enquiry into exemptions for religious schools which are contained in section 
38c of the Federal Sex Discrimination Act.  This is the section which allows the recruitment of staff who live 
in accordance with the values being taught.  Senator Penny Wong focussed on raising the possibility that the 
provision could allow church schools to discriminate against LGBTI students.  In future legislation it will be 
necessary to find a way to reconcile the competing rights of the schools and the students.   The enquiry 
recommended that the section be repealed. This has not yet happened. The Australian Law Reform 
Commission is examining the exemption.  It might not be needed if protections for religious bodies were 
covered by a Religious Discrimination Act with equal force to the other such Federal anti-discrimination acts. 
The lack of legal protection preventing discrimination on the basis of religion has been a major deficit in our 
suite of discrimination acts. 

Legislation is due to be introduced into Parliament by the Attorney General Christian Porter in the opening 
session. The appointment of a Freedom of Religion Commissioner in the Australian Human Rights 
Commission is also proposed, in order to stress the importance of religious freedom.  

The issue of religious freedom highlights the need for those with traditional views to be able to express their 
church values or biblical teaching publicly and try to influence social policy for good. Over 50% of the 
community acknowledges a religious affiliation and these people should have the same rights as others to be 
included and valued in our society. Both the Prime Minister and the Attorney General have quoted the 
clause in the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights which states “everyone shall have the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion” and that right is not secondary to other rights. For that 
reason religious freedom needs similar legal protection in law. It is to be hoped that both the 2019 religious 
discrimination bill and the 2020 bill on the changes to the Sex Discrimination Act (based on the advice of the 
Australian Law Reform Commission)   will enjoy bipartisan support but at the time of writing I am concerned 
that the same-sex marriage legislation was just the beginning of a progressive agenda for changes around 
sexuality and gender. Promotion of that agenda seems to involve eroding or denying the rights of those 
deemed to have traditional views, rather than working co-operatively to ensure we can all live in a just and 
peaceful society. 

Another divisive issue is climate change, specifically the theory that human activity is inducing dangerous 
global warming.  People who do not believe this is based on scientific evidence are accused of being sceptics, 
which shifts the focus away from the fact that dire predictions have not been realised and into personal 
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abuse.  Actually a case can be made that there have been cyclic changes over the centuries with the climate 
ranging between Ice Ages and warm periods when the temperatures and carbon dioxide levels have been 
much higher than today but life on Earth flourished and the oceans remained alkaline. A key point to note is 
that historically the carbon dioxide levels and the other trace amounts of greenhouse gases had little or no 
impact on global temperature or climate. During the period 1940 to 1976 the planet cooled while CO2 levels 
were increasing. (Bulletin of the American Metereological Society 1 August 2013.) Again it is like a tenet of 
faith for progressives to believe in climate change, whereas traditionalists might feel more secure because 
they know that God made the world and continues to care for it and its inhabitants.  Of course we accept 
our responsibilities to care for our environment and ensure our actions do not have deleterious effects on 
other people now or on future generations, and applaud the leadership of Pope Francis in Laudato Si in 
these matters. We support initiatives like phasing out single-use plastic bags and using re-usable drink 
bottles, particularly when we note that disposing of our (contaminated) waste causes huge problems for 
countries such as Malaysia. However there is a problem when young people are so upset by stories about 
the effects climate change that they are developing mental health problems. It is not conclusively proven 
that there is a correlation between human activity and climate change and even less evidence that human 
activity causes droughts, floods, cyclones and hot summers. 

Bullying in all its forms seems to be linked to mental health issues, and it is rife in various sectors of society 
from young to old.  Most types of relationship abuse, whether child abuse, workplace harassment, domestic 
violence or elder abuse have their roots in the abuse of power over another person for whom one has a duty 
of care. The fact that the victim is supposed to trust the perpetrator and may not easily be able to remove 
themselves from the situation makes this experience so much more damaging than a random anonymous 
attack. There have been ongoing reports of indigenous children attempting suicide, women being killed by 
their violent partners, and people including older women being forced into poverty and homelessness. Cyber 
bullying among school children seems to be on the increase, and keeping their phones out of the classroom 
does not resolve the underlying issue. 

As I outlined in my report to you two years ago, these problems affect our whole community and challenge 
us all to create a more just and caring society where everyone is included and can participate fully. Social 
justice issues are not about “us and them” when each “other” is also created in the image of God.   

In that context I was delighted to find the latest occasional paper published by the Office for Social Justice of 
the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference was entitled  
“Us” not “Them”: Disability and Catholic Theology and Social Teaching.   

Rev Dr Justin Glyn SJ begins with a reflection from his younger days: 

“It was a warm Saturday morning.  Standing in the atrium of the shopping mall, I was holding my 
little tin for donations to assist a school catering to children and young people with physical 
disabilities.  Since we were about to pack up, the coordinator of the collection was checking off the 
tins and doing the paperwork.  Just then, a woman came past and dropped a donation in the tin.  As I 
was about to thank her, she turned from me and addressed the coordinator: “It’s a real shame, hey.  
What does that poor blind boy with the tin do all day?” she asked her.  “He studies law,” I answered. 

I wonder how you react to that anecdote.  Please take a few minutes to consider your responses to the 
donor and the person with the vision impairment.  

I wonder if the donor wanted her money back – there is an inherent contradiction between seeking 
charitable donations from sympathetic shoppers and campaigning for the right to be included. Societal views 
have changed and the Church has also updated its thinking. This is just as well because disability was 
previously presented as the result of original sin. This view was promulgated as recently as 2000 when the 
Vatican’s Committee of the Jubilee Day of the Community of Persons with a Disability explained that it is not 
God’s injustice but man’s sin which causes limitations, and that original sin causes the image of God to be 
dimmed but not eliminated in people with disabilities.  
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The Church at other times considers that people with disabilities have special blessings. Because of their 
difficulties they are “living icons of the crucified son,”  according to Pope John Paul 11 in 2004. 

Fr Glyn points out that neither view accurately reflects the reality:  that people with disabilities are “neither 
especially sinful nor especially virtuous.” This conclusion is not surprising if you believe as I do that all human 
qualities and attributes are distributed along continuums and someone may be gifted on musical ability, high 
on kindness, medium on intelligence and low on social skills.  There are an infinite number of combinations 
of strengths and weaknesses, interests and limitations as each person is unique, created in the image of God 
in the words of Genesis (1:26-27)  The medical model of classifying people by disability type is out-moded. 

Fr Glyn offers the following definition: 

“(t)his paper refers to the physical or mental incapacities which people experience as impairments 
and to people with impairments operating in societies which generally regard themselves as non-
disabled as people with a disability.” (p8) 

That still uses negative terms like impairments and incapacities whereas it seems preferable just to avoid 
language which implies the person is somehow lacking and instead to speak of individual differences. He 
turns the us/them dichotomy around. On page 18 Fr Glyn explains that ”many in the disability community 
use the term ‘temporarily able bodied “ (TAB for short) to refer to those whose bodies and minds currently 
do not appear to deviate from an imagined norm….Christ’s solidarity with the impaired is inevitably about 
‘us’ not ‘them’. “ He says Catholic theology should be informed by consultation with those who have lived 
experience of impairments. 

Fr Glyn quotes para 2276 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church in support of his criticism of church 
attitudes but the statement occurs at the start of a section opposing euthanasia and reads: 

“Those whose lives are diminished or weakened deserve special respect.  Sick or handicapped 
persons should be helped to lead lives as normal as possible.” 

In that context, para 2276 is actually defending the rights of people with disability. 

Fr Glyn maintains that it is society, or the sinful structures of society, not the impairment, which causes the 
disadvantage – and hence the experience of disability.  CWLA members try to apply Catholic theology and 
social teaching to current events. If we hear that people with disabilities are more likely to suffer sexual 
abuse, that funds have been taken out of the Disability Employment Service budget or that only 53% of 
people with disabilities were employed in 2015 as compared to 83% of other Australians of working age, (P5) 
we question whether the systems are fair. Hopefully Fr Glyn’s paper will help everyone to reflect on the 
issues. 

The good news is that the National Disability Insurance Scheme was rolled out to other states on 1 July this 
year so only Western Australia is yet to come on line.  The philosophy here is to provide support so that 
people with all sorts of disabilities can participate in the community and achieve their full potential.  

Again we come back to the underlying premise that all of us are God’s children and interdependent. That 
basic Catholic teaching implies shared responsibility which is why we have this position on the National 
Executive and I thank you for the opportunity to serve in this role over the past 3 years.  

Anne-Marie Ferry 

“Hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” 

Pope Francis Laudato Si #49  
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NATIONAL RESEARCH OFFICER - Sonia di Mezza  - August 2018 to August 2019 

It has been a busy and challenging year for me as the Research Officer, preparing and 
submitting submissions on behalf of CWLA as well as state and territory CWL organisations 
on such a wide spectrum of human rights issues that are of deep concern to our members. 
We were honoured and blessed to have been offered the opportunity to speak at two 
inquiries during the year about two of the submissions we have submitted. The submissions 
that I have worked on during the year as the Research Officer for CWLA are as follows: 

a. Dowry Submission: This inquiry related to the practice of dowry and the incidence of 
dowry abuse in Australia. In Australia there is domestic violence that arises from dowry-
related practices. This arises where the groom’s family and pressure subject the bride and 
her family to continue to provide gifts to the groom’s family both before and during the 
marriage. These demands can be in the form of large sums of money, vehicles, farm animals, 
furniture, electronics and other gifts. Where the bride and her family are unable to meet 
these demands then this can escalate into violence. As we have many immigrants bringing 
this cultural practice into Australia it is evident that something must be done. Many police 
officers and front service workers are unfamiliar with this practice and thus do not know how 
to support the victims. Thus, we need to ensure that this abuse and a prevention plan is 
incorporated into wider domestic and family violence plans; that awareness is created in the 
community highlighting that this kind of abuse is a crime and ways that victims can seek help 
and support; and raise the capacity of front line workers and support organisations about this 
abuse and ways to support victims. There is much shame and stigma in this area, which 
needs to be broken down before solutions can be sought; 

b. CWL Conference Tasmania 2018 ‘ Keeping Our Organisation Relevant and 
Sustainable’: I was delighted to be invited to the CWL Tasmania Conference, with the theme 
of ‘Keeping Our Organisation Relevant and Sustainable’. Some of the points I touched on in 
that presentation was about being able to understand the means of communication that 
young women of this generation use to communicate, i.e. namely social media, as well as 
how we can promote the spiritual as well as mental health benefits of having a faith to 
believe in, attending a Church as well as participating in an organisation like the CWLA; 

c. Fair Work Amendment (Family and Domestic Violence Leave) Bill: We wrote a very 
important submission, supporting Family and Domestic Violence Leave. The terms of 
reference for this inquiry were that the proposed bill “amends the Fair Work Act 2009 to 
insert an entitlement in the National Employment Standards to five days of unpaid family and 
domestic violence leave in a 12-month period”. When women face family and domestic 
violence it can be hard for them to be able to take time off to do the important things that 
they need to do, such as perhaps seek alternate, safe accommodation; attend meetings with 
their lawyers; seek counselling support etcetera. What this bill aimed to do was to make it 
obligatory via the Fair Work Act for every person who was working at facing family and 
domestic violence, to be able to obtain five days leave so that they could attend to these 
important matters. We know that with family and domestic violence one of the means 
employed by the abuser of controlling the victim is to control the person’s finances so that 
they can’t leave. Victims in this situation might risk losing their job, which may provide a vital 
source of finances so that the woman can leave her abusive partner and move elsewhere; 
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d. Fair Work Amendment (Family and Domestic Violence Leave) Bill 2018 – Senate 
Inquiry Hearing: After submitting our submission to this Senate Inquiry we were delighted to 

be invited to attend a Senate Inquiry hearing on 3rd of October 2018 to give evidence at 
Parliament House in front of the inquiry for the support of this bill. I argued about the 
importance of supporting people facing family and domestic violence because of all the 
obstacles and challenges that they may face in accessing the support they may need. I said that 
although it would be ideal if the time period of the leave were to be flexible, thereby providing 
the person with the amount of leave they might need according to their personal needs and 
circumstances and that we were happy if at least five days of leave were to be incorporated 
into legislation. I also said that it would be great if this leave was paid leave and acknowledged 
that there were already employers around Australia doing the right thing and providing this 
kind of leave. This became the reality and the Fair Work Act was amended to allow five days of 
leave in the workplace for people facing Family and Domestic Violence; 

e. Human Rights Bill 2018 QLD: In Queensland a bill was introduced to create a new 
piece of human rights focused legislation in Queensland, as we have in the ACT and Victoria. 
We wrote a submission supporting this bill, emphasising that we wanted to ensure that some 
of the rights that were included in the legislation focused on the rights of women, and 
children, given that this is a strong focus of our work in CWLA. The objectives of the Bill were 
to establish and consolidate statutory protections for certain human rights so as to ensure 
that public functions are exercised in a way that is compatible with human rights; promote a 
dialogue about the nature, meaning and scope of human rights; and rename and empower 
the Anti-Discrimination Commission Queensland as the Queensland Human Rights 
Commission. This new Commission would provide a dispute resolution process for dealing 
with human rights complaints; and promote an understanding, acceptance and public 
discussion of human rights. I am pleased to report that on 27 February 2019 the Queensland 
Government passed legislation protecting the rights of all Queenslanders. The Human Rights 
Bill passed in the Queensland Parliament and protects 23 fundamental human rights, and 
establishes responsibilities by public entities making decisions that impact on the rights of all 
Queenslanders; 

f. Future Drought Fund Bill 2018 and Future Drought Fund (Consequential 
Amendments) Bill 2018: The government sought to set up a Future Drought Fund, to provide 
relief in the future for farmers and their families who faced hardship as a result of any 
drought. It is important to ensure that a savings fund for this situation is created for the 
future, rather than find funds when a crisis arises. Such a fund is one way that the 
government can be proactive rather than reactive. The bill proposed to make consequential 
amendments to eight acts to; support the operation of the Future Drought Fund and provide 
for transitional arrangements; 

g. Registration of Maddy for CSW63: As I do every year, I helped Madeleine to get 
registered so that she could attend CSW62 in New York on behalf of CWLA. Last year I had 
accompanied Madeleine to help her to learn what work she was to do at CSW63. This year 
Madeleine attended by herself so it was great to see her do this work and represent the 
CWLA on the international stage, including at the United Nations; 

h. National Inquiry by the Australian Human Rights Commission into Sexual 
Harassment in the Workplace: This inquiry looked at sexual harassment in the workplace. 
Our submission provided examples from members who had suffered such harassment in 
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their work lives and advocated for change by raising awareness of this issue, the legislation 
around it and how we can prevent it from happening and support victims of such 
harassment. Everyone has a right to go to work and not face any form of harassment; 
Presentation at a Business Women’s Lunch at Bowral on International Women’s Day on 6 
March 2019: After presenting at the CWL Bowral branch last year on the work I do for CWLA 
I was asked to present at this luncheon on behalf of the Bowral Business Women. CWLA 
provides a wonderful networking opportunity to other organisations, and thus it was a great 
privilege for me to attend this day and give the ladies some insight into the work I do for 
CWLA as well as other human rights work I have done in different roles; 

i. Participation in a Panel Discussion Representing CWLA held on International 
Women’s Day on Friday 8 March 2019 in Collaboration with Catholic Mentoring: I was 
delighted to take part in a panel discussion relating to women’s rights and the role that 
women have to play in the Church to commemorate International Women’s Day. During the 
panel discussion we were able to emphasise that women certainly did have a role to play if 
we were prepared to take on that role and we encouraged women in the audience to step up 
to the plate to work with the Church and to make a difference in the lives of other women; 

j. Combatting Child Sexual Exploitation Legislation Amendment Bill 2019: As advocates 
for the rights of children we fully supported the introduction of this bill. This bill aimed to 
implement a number of recommendations from the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse by: creating an offence of failure to protect a child at risk of 
a child abuse offence; strengthening overseas persistent child sexual abuse laws; criminalise 
the possession or control of child pornography material or child abuse material in the form of 
data that has been obtained or accessed using a carriage service; prevent certain dealings 
with child-like sex dolls; criminalise the possession of child-like sex dolls; improve the 
definition of forced marriage; and restrict the defence based on a valid and genuine marriage 
to overseas child sex offences. Needless to say, in our submission, we supported these 
objectives of the bill; 

k. Parliament of Queensland Aged Care, End of Life and Palliative Care Inquiry: We 
wrote a submission on behalf of CWL Queensland focusing on end of life and palliative care. 
This was a personal submission as some members of CWLA including myself provided a 
personal experience of palliative care for family members, and what a positive end of life 
experience can look life, if enough resources are focused in this area. Rather than focus on 
euthanasia our aim in our submission was that every person should have a positive end of life 
experience, surrounded where possible by their family and friends, and able to access good 
palliative care. I know from the experience of my father who died a few months ago that the 
quality of palliative care that my father received was beyond excellent. However, a friend of 
mine who works in this sector advised me that the standard of care you receive depends on 
where you live in Australia. Regional areas may struggle to access that same standard. It is 
important that, no matter where a person lives in Australia, that they are able to access good 
palliative care. 

Our CWL QLD President, Veronica Box, spoke at a public hearing in May 2019 at Caloundra 
relating to this inquiry and really emphasised these points. There was a write up about her 
contribution to the hearing in a newspaper article. 
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This is an excerpt from Veronica’s speech, which I think it is important to read out: 

“I speak on behalf of the 700 members of Catholic Women’s League in Queensland, from the 
Gold Coast to Mt Isa, to Roma. Our members are not in favour of Voluntary Assisted Death 
but would like to see much wider availability of Palliative Care services. In my husband’s case 
12 years ago, I was so impressed with the care provided by the Palliative Care unit at 
Caloundra Hospital and Dove Cottage Hospice that I wrote to the Premier of the day, Hon 
Anna Bligh, extolling the excellence of the service. Family were involved all along the way, 
from when I was taught to administer injections and medication at home to when increasing 
pain necessitated his admission to the Palliative Care ward at Caloundra, where everyone, 
from the specialist doctors and nurses to the cleaners and the ladies who delivered the meals, 
were dedicated to the welfare of the patients. It was truly a culture of compassion and care. 
His last days in Dove Cottage, which provided accommodation for me alongside him, remain 
a positive memory for our family. This was not a pain- free time, but the pain was 
meticulously managed, and bearable. Family and our priest were able to visit at any time. My 
husband was able to spend time with each of his five children, and with several grand-
children, which gave him great joy. He told them that he would soon be dying, but that he 
was not afraid”. 

l. Weapons and Other Legislation (Firearms Offences) Amendment Bill 2019: We 
wrote a submission on this bill on behalf of CWL Queensland. The objectives of the bill were 
to: increase current penalties for certain weapon and firearm offences; introduce new 
offences; and introduce a new legislative framework to prohibit high risk individuals from 
acquiring, possessing or using a firearm. In our submission we expressed support for this bill, 
because it is important that people who should not be accessing these weapons should be 
prevented from doing so. We have witnessed some shocking mass shootings in various parts 
of the world so it is important the gun use is regulated and monitored in Australia; and 

m. Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018: Deirdre Little, our Bio-ethics Convenor, took the 
lead of writing a submission for the Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018, which was 
introduced in Queensland. On 22 August 2018 the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice 
introduced the Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018, which was referred to the Health, 
Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee 
for detailed consideration. The primary objectives of the Bill were to enable reasonable and 
safe access by women to terminations of pregnancy and to regulate the conduct of 
registered health practitioners in relation to terminations. We argued in our submission that 
we would prefer the focus to be on providing support, care and options for women who are 
pregnant and may struggle to support a child for a variety of reasons, rather than to focus on 
providing funds for abortion. Our focus was on the rights of the unborn child. 

Sonia Di Mezza 
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   Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet - Phillip Ruddock Review into Religious Freedoms - February 

2018  - accepted 

 

   Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee – PBS Listing of Sapropterin (Kuvan) on the Pharmaceutical 

Benefits Scheme to benefit those with Phenylketonuria (PKU), an inherited metabolic condition which 

requires severe dietary restrictions to avoid cumulative, irreversible brain damage – February 2018 – 

accepted 

 

 Federal Parliament – Indicators and Impact on Regional Inequality in Australia – April 2018 - #85 

 

 Response to Marie Stopes ‘White Paper’ – exclusion of many sectors therefor no mandate to oversee 

reproductive outcomes of Australian women. – June 2018 – (emailed response but ignored our 

arguments) 

 

 Federal Parliament – Obesity Epidemic in Australia – strategies to assist parents and carers in enabling 

their children to make better food and beverage choices and be active, sport participation - July 2018 - 

#68 

 

 Modern Slavery Bill - support of the introduction of the obligation on businesses and other entities to 

make annual reports – accountability, transparency – July 2018 -  

 

 Practice of Dowry Abuse and Incidence of Dowry Abuse in Australia – create awareness at all levels of 

government and community, fund national prevalence study on this across Australia, ensure all legal 

advisors make specific mention of dowry abuse and solutions and support – August 2018 - #34 

 

 Proposal to Replace the Parliamentary Prayer with an Invitation to Prayer or Reflection – support of the 

inclusivity of the proposal – August 2018 – emailed response 

 

 Federal Parliament – Family Law Amendment (Family Violence and Cross-Examination of Parties) Bill 

2018 – September 2018 - #23 

 

 Future Drought Fund Submission – positive action, relief, proactive, preventative action. - January 2019- 

#2 

 

 Sexual Harassment in the Workplace – Australian Human Rights Commission - recommendations to 

study and investigate prevalence, create a framework and action plan to combat it, online awareness-

raising tools and support resources, and training accessible to all organizations, (private and 

government) – February 2019  

 

 Pill Testing at Musical Festivals – creates a false assumption that taking pills is safe, doctors on roster in 

medical tents are not experts on overdose procedures – March 2019 

 

 Combatting Child Sexual Exploitation Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 - CWLA full support of the 

recommended changes being implemented and incorporated in legislation - March 2019 - #3 

  

CWLA INC. SUBMISSIONS 2018 – 2019 
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WUCWO BOARD MEMBER AUSTRALIA – WUCWO VICE PRESIDENT ASIA 

PACIFIC REGION - Catherine V McGrath 

It gives me great pleasure to make a contribution to the Conference Book of the 49th Biennial Conference of 

Catholic Women’s League Australia incorporated (CWLA) that is being held in the beautiful city of Bunbury 

WA. 

As World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) Board Member Australia and Vice President 

Asia Pacific Region, I bring good wishes and prayers to the CWLA National Executive and members from the 

WUCWO community for a very successful Conference. 

It is two years since our last National Conference in Adelaide and I want to bring you up to date with some 

information from WUCWO, as I am your Board Member. If it were not for you and all members of CWLA, we 

would not even be a member of WUCWO let alone have a Board Member. This last comment is something 

we will all have to consider as our member numbers are declining. The money it costs for you to be 

represented at the Board meetings I believe is well spent, but with costs increasing, this is something that 

we will have to think about very seriously.  

I have recently returned from the WUCWO Board Meeting held in Rome in May 2019.  This Board Meeting 

was held at the new offices of WUCWO that are situated on the banks of the Tiber River, opposite Castle 

Mont St Angelo.  It is easily accessible to the Vatican and not too distant from the Dicasteries at San Callisto.  

Dicastery is like the Minister’s Offices in a secular government. This was a very good but different meeting as 

there are fourteen new members on this board out of twenty-four on the Board but it gave us an 

opportunity to get to know each other, even though we were not accommodated together. It also gave 

members from around the world an opportunity to be involved by ‘streaming’ on at least two occasions. 

That means they watched on their computers as if they were in the room with the presenters. The first 

Formative time was a panel of three on the second Resolution “Let’s take care of the family, especially its 

most vulnerable members” and the focus was on ABUSE. In the next one, ‘Spirituality’ was chaired by 

Cardinal Tagle from Philippines, who is also head of Caritas International. Vice President General, Maribeth 

Stewart and Father Gerry SJ, WUCWO Ecclesiastical Assistant, presented the second Formative time and the 

topic was Resolution one, ‘A healthy planet depends on all of us’.  You are still able to listen and see these 

sessions on the WUCWO web page that is wucwo.org 

The Board meeting program is set in different stages such as: Regional, Working Groups and Committees, as 

well as visiting the Vatican for Mass and the General Audience. As I mentioned previously, we had the 

sessions on Abuse, Spirituality and also the session on the Environment.  

Regional Meetings are held between the Board Members of each Member Organisation that has a Board 

Member. The Asia Pacific Region is made up of three members. One member representing India and another 

member South Korea, both of whom are new at this Board, and of course, Australia. The reports from all 

Member Organisations of the Region are presented at this time, and then relayed by this Regional Meeting 

to all the assembled members. Our discussion focussed on ideas of how to increase the number of members 

to WUCWO in our region, and how to get the members to nominate a member to the Board from these 

organisations.  Another point to discuss was fund raising for WUCWO. 

The Working Groups alter from one Board to another, as they are usually devoted to the Resolutions 

therefore in this Board we have four Working Groups. The one I was placed in was “Let’s take care of the 

family, especially its most vulnerable members”. This Resolution has quite a number of sub-resolutions, so it 
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was difficult to choose only one, but in the end two of the sub resolutions were chosen to work through. I 

was chosen as the convenor; that of course, means added work. 

The names of the Committees remain static with four committees being Finance, Statutes and Procedures, 

Communications, Information and Publications (CIP) and International; of these I remain, for this Board, in 

Finance.  In this Committee, we work on Fund Raising, as well as making sure all dues and accounts are paid.  

It is necessary to ensure that all the necessary forms are compiled and forwarded to the appropriate 

departments in the countries where bank accounts exist. Now WUCWO has a Bank Account in Italy that 

means extra work for the Secretariat and the Treasurer. WUCWO is officially domiciled in Italy now and 

some rules are different, for example taxes for employees. 

At the end of each of these sessions there is a plenary where each Region, Working Group and Committee 

presents what is the program for the next period. The Plan of Action is then taken from these Plenary 

Sessions. 

We took part in an Ecumenical Service and Prayer with the local Methodist Minister, his wife, a musician and 

Donna Orsuto who was with us in Dakar. There was also a pianist and two singers of different nationalities.  

We had Readings and nice Hymns that we knew. 

We visited the Vatican to pray at the tombs of the Three Saint Popes namely, St. Pope John XXIII, St. Pope 

John Paul II and St. Pope Paul VI; and then Mass was celebrated at the Tomb of St. Peter by Cardinal Marc 

Ouellet, Prefect of the Congregation of Bishops. His Homily was very good and I have a copy I could forward 

to you by email if you so desired. 

Mass was celebrated each day sometimes morning at 8.00am, 11.30am or at 6.00pm, but the days always 

start at 8.30am and the evenings sometimes finish at 6.30pm but mostly at 8.00pm. There is about an hour 

and a half break for lunch and some ‘catch up’. There were two Executive Meetings at this meeting one prior 

to the actual Board Meeting and one after we had been to the General Audience with His Holiness. There 

was a surprise after the General Audience when we, the Board Members, were able to have a Group photo 

with Pope Francis. Some members were fortunate to touch his hands, but as I was in the back row I could 

not touch him. However I could see him, but I doubt if he knew I was there! Security has changed around St. 

Peter’s Square; no vehicles are permitted to go into the last block of Via della Conciliazione so you really do 

have to walk; although it is not very far from the office to St. Peters. 

I am not sure how many of you are really aware of the purpose of WUCWO so I will tell it once again. Firstly, 

the name from which the acronym comes is World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO).  

Therefore, you could say it is the International level of Catholic Women’s League, in some countries, the 

women’s organisations are called different names but basically, it is CWL. 

WUCWO was founded in 1910 and is present in 50 countries and 100 organisations and on every continent 

of the world. The Holy See erected WUCWO as a Public International Association of the Faithful in 2006.  

WUCWO’s aim is to promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of Catholic women in society, 

and the Church, in order to enable them to fulfil their mission of evangelisation and to work for human 

development. 

WUCWO has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council in New York, the 

Human Rights Council (Geneva), FAO (Rome), participatory status at the council of Europe in Strasbourg and 

is an official partner of UNESCO Paris. 
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With the rise of electronic technology, as in many International organisations, Executive Meetings are held 

by SKYPE at least five times per year.  Publications such as the newsletter are available on the webpage 

monthly and the publication, “Women’s Voice”, is produced three times per year. Each of the latter requires 

translation by the Secretariat or some generous people who assist at no cost. “Women’s Voice” has a charge 

and is approximately $30 AUD yearly, and you must pay to your Treasurer, who then follows the appropriate 

lines for you to receive the publication which is posted to your address; so we must have the correct 

address. 

If it were not for the generosity of CWLA we, the Catholic women of Australia, would not be represented in 

this international arena. I trust I represent you well, also the members of the Asia Pacific Region where I 

represent you as well. 

If any of you ladies have any ideas about raising funds for WUCWO, which do not take from your own CWL 

fund raising, please let me know. I would be most grateful for any new ideas. I have been told that the 

Canadian Endowment Fund began when some people began putting some money in a jar at each of their 

CWL Monthly Meetings for WUCWO. The interest from the principal amount invested, is given to WUCWO 

twice yearly mainly for day-to-day expenses. We know that we are an aging and declining organisation that 

requires funds and I do not want to detract from the CWL fundraising. 

CWLA has been successful in securing the WUCWO Asia Pacific Regional Conference, which is held every four 

years alternating with the General Assembly. CWLA-NSW is the hosting Member Organisation and the 

Conference will be held in Sydney in May 2020.  More information at a later date!  Watch out for this 

exciting information in CWLA Newsletter. 

I thank you for your prayerful and financial support as a percentage of your membership fees go to pay for 

me to attend Board Meetings as no money comes from WUCWO. 

I trust you enjoy yourselves at this wonderful CWLA Conference here in beautiful Bunbury, and I thank the 

National President and her Executive for everything they have done to make this Conference, perhaps the 

last for some, an enjoyable one. 

May Our Lady Queen of Peace guide us in all of our endeavours! 

Catherine V McGrath 
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NEW SOUTH WALES - State President Ann Pereira 

As I reflect on the last two years, there have been many joys and sorrows within our ranks. As 
our members age the funerals we attend increase, however at the same time it is an 
opportunity for us to share stories and remember the wonderful friends we have made through 
our organisation. 

Many of our members have reached the 90 milestone and have been recognised with the Jean 
Arnot award and many and varied celebrations throughout their branch, parish and 
community. Some are still physically active, whilst others take a more relaxed approach with 
praying, knitting and socialising. 

Whilst we are attracting younger ladies, we are reducing in numbers through age and health. It 
is increasingly difficult to find members willing to take on leadership roles, and many of our 
Dioceses are operating under a modified executive structure. This trend is evident in many 
volunteer organisations and if it continues, we will need to assess our viability.   

Through our branch and Diocese networks, our members are involved in many charitable works 
and projects: Wrap with Love, scarves and beanies for the homeless, a self-sustaining café in 
Cambodia, scholarships, Timor Leste schoolbooks, orphanages etc., etc. The list goes on and on. 
What does the future hold for these if we can no longer support them? 

We are endeavouring to establish links with other women’s groups. We have close ties with 
The Office for Participation of Women, we are liaising with the Catholic Women’s Forum and, 
through the Sydney Archdiocese, we have contact with the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. Whilst 
these groups have their own programs and activities, often we find common ground where we 
can work together. 

International Women’s Day was an occasion where we joined with CWF to host approx. 100 
ladies in a panel discussion on mentoring and being a mentor. We were able to provide an 
overview of the history and works of CWL and WUCWO, Of which many were unaware. The 
panellists answered questions and discussed their roles as a mentor and being mentored. From 
this group CWL gained several new members.   

Young ladies joining our organisation are not always able to attend regular meetings however 
are very eager to participate on projects and support our activities. We need to make better 
use of technology to maintain contact with these members. 

Wollongong Diocese hosted a very successful State Conference in 2018. The venue was 
wonderful, the location superb and the camaraderie joyful. The food was pretty good too, and 
we made a profit! 

I would like to thank Madeleine Banister for her work as NIS and the daily updates she has 
provided for us whenever she has been overseas. Everyone has commented on her reports and 
how much they enjoyed being made to feel part of the process. We wish Madeleine well in her 
chosen career and remind her there will always be a place for her in our organisation. 

As Dr Deirdre comes to the end of her term, I congratulate her for all that she has done for us 
and for keeping us informed on so many issues. I am pleased Deirdre is part of my State and 
Diocese and that we will be able to continue to use her knowledge and expertise. 
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To Anne-Marie I offer thanks for your updates and bringing matters to our attention. Once 
again, we are lucky that Anne-Marie is part of our State. 

Words are not enough to thank Sonia for all that she does. I hope she is aware of our 
appreciation. Keep up the good work. 

To the outgoing National Executive, thank you for all that you have done and achieved. It will 
soon be time for you to put your feet up and have a well-earned rest. 

To all attending this Conference, enjoy! 

 

Ann Pereira 

 

“Mary (Mother of God) grieves for the suffering of the crucified poor and for creatures 

of this world laid waste by human power.” 

Pope Francis Laudato Si #241 
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QUEENSLAND - State President Veronica Box 

It gives me great pleasure to present this report on behalf of the State Council, and all members of 

Catholic Women’s League Queensland to the 2019 National Biennial Conference being held in 

Bunbury, Western Australia. 

I had not expected to be State President still in 2019, but because there were no nominations for 

the position at the end of this Executive’s term of office, our Constitution had to be changed to 

allow the State President, and Diocesan Presidents, to serve another two years. Unfortunately, this 

seems to be a sign of the times in many organisations. This is a paradox: at a time when Catholic 

women are seeking to take a greater part in decision making in our Church, that women in our 

organisation are reluctant to step forward. 

We decided to retain the same theme - Living the Joy of the Gospel, as we rejoice in the 

Resurrection, and our wonderful Pope continues to inspire us with his positive attitude in these 

troubled times for the Church.  

The very successful 2018 State Conference, with the theme, “What is our Catholic Identity”, was 

held in Ayr, in the Diocese of Townsville. The Conference Committee received wonderful support 

from their whole community, including local businesses and schools. Keynote Speaker was Sr 

Carmel Pattinson, sgs, who is the Catholic presence in the western town of Richmond, through the 

Western Ministry for Spirituality Outreach. There Carmel helps isolated people on properties to 

retain their Catholic identity through times of respite, prayer, reflection and sharing.  Townsville 

Bishop, Rev Tim Harris spoke on the findings of the Royal Commission, and the path forward for 

Catholics. Bishop Tim was followed by the Safeguarding Coordinator, Craig Brereton, who spoke on 

our Catholic identity in light of the findings of the Royal Commission. Two popular sessions were Q 

and A, and Catholics on the Couch, in which four women spoke of their faith journey as Catholics 

and answered questions. Very welcome visitors were National President Valma Ivory and National 

International Secretary Madeleine Banister. 

Although our 2019 membership of 681 is down from last year, our members continue to be the 

mainstay of their parishes, being involved in all facets of parish and community life. Each branch 

has its own priority according to the needs of the Community. It was decided that the State project 

would be sending aid to areas affected by drought, but suddenly that had to be changed to include 

areas devastated by flood. Thousands of dollars have been raised by the branches throughout the 

state. 

There have been many human rights and social justice issues in the past two years. Thank you to 

our National Research Officer, Sonia Di Mezza, for all her work in the preparation of submissions.  

Following our submission in 2016 to the Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into the Abortion 

Amendment Bill, we were asked to make a further submission on the same subject in 2018. Then in 

November 2018, a submission was made to the Parliamentary Inquiry into a proposed Human 

Rights Bill, which we supported. In April 2019, we made a submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry 

into Aged Care, End-of Life, Palliative Care and Voluntary Assisted Dying. Following this submission, 

I was invited to speak at a Parliamentary Hearing on this subject. Out of twelve people who spoke, 
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only one other person was against VAD. Hence, we decided that our push in Queensland would be 

for more funding for greater availability of Palliative Care, particularly in country areas. Another 

issue which has still not arisen in Queensland is Pill Testing at music events. Many thanks to Dr 

Deirdre Little for all the information she provided so that we will be ready when this issue is raised. 

As part of the Federal Inquiry into Aged Care, Childers was chosen as one of 175 communities 

around Australia to host a workshop. The CWL President, Sonia Jones, was invited to attend and 

found it very enlightening. 

WUCWO Day of Prayer is celebrated in many centres and the Monthly Message is distributed by 

our State International Secretary, Jean Tanzer. What a wonderful report on the Board Meeting in 

Rome from Catherine McGrath! I urge all members to open the WUCWO website, which is very 

attractive and informative. 

Thanks to Catholic Women’s League Queensland, I was privileged to attend the CACW Stirring the 

Waters Colloquium in Adelaide, during which we explored how women could help to create a 

church that is inclusive, missionary and discerning. We engaged deeply in the questions posed for 

the Plenary Council. It was good to catch up with CWL women from other states. Our members in 

Queensland have been deeply involved in the process of the Plenary Council and are looking 

forward to the next stage. 

Members of Rockhampton Diocesan Executive are working on a scheme to have brochures, which 

are offering alternative to abortion, to be placed in public spaces. 

Queensland members continue to give of their gifts, talents and “female genius” for the Honour 

and Glory of God. 

Veronica Box 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA - State President Cecilia Quigley 

At our May State Council meeting in Whyalla, Anne Redden, Port Pirie Diocesan President presented 

this report. I would like to use this report as part of my report for the National Conference. 

As we move into the post Easter time we reflect on events following the proclamation that ‘Christ is 

Risen.’ Out of the tomb of the Risen Christ, the church came into being. We can draw some parallels 

today. Out of the ruins of Notre Dame, perhaps people will be inspired to renew their faith. It was 

inspiring to hear the Ave Maria sung by crowds as the watched the fires burning. The alleged and 

confirmed abuse of children and its concealment, which heaped blame on the Church worldwide may 

have some positive results now that Pope Francis has acknowledged it. This year marks the 120th 

anniversary of women’s suffrage in South Australia. Women presented a petition to Parliament of 

11,000 signatures – the largest ever presented at the time. Pope John Paul said, “I believe in the genius 

of women. Even in the darkest periods that genius is found, which is the leaven of human progress and 

history.” In this day and age, we need to have a strong voice in building a culture of life – the life we 

want for the future of our children. The objectives of CWL are as relevant today as they were when CWL 

was formed in South Australia in 1914, during the turbulence of WW1. 

As I read with interest the themes announced by the Plenary Council committee, I also can reflect on 

how these must be our themes for the continuation of our group of women committed to Charity, Work 

and Loyalty. The themes announced for Discernment are: Missionary and Evangelisation; Inclusive, 

Participatory and Synodal; Prayerful and Eucharistic; Humble, Healing and Merciful; Joy filled, Hope-

Filled and Servant Community, and Open to Conversation, Renewal and Reform. 

We in SA have experienced a significant drop in membership during the past three years. Some reasons 

given are an aging membership cohort, lack of exposure in our parishes, business of our younger 

families and the need for women to contribute to home accounts in a satisfying way. In SA we have 

missed probably two generations of church goers so our interest in CWL is and continues to wane. At 

the moment, we have a discussion paper concerning the structure of our CWL into the future. Each 

branch has been given some questions and thoughts about where to now. I pray that our discernment is 

thoroughly decisive in looking at the big picture, not just for our particular branch.  

One exciting initiative that is in full swing is the growth of the young Kingswood CWL members. They 

are an energetic, enthusiastic, inclusive group of women doing exactly what our charism presents. How 

can we extend this excitement to other groups within our church? It does need some encouragement 

from our Priests and Lay Leaders as we saw in Whyalla recently.  

So what do we need now? A team of volunteers who are committed to selling our organisation to each 

other in our families, our parishes and our local community. Volunteers who have energy, are hope-

filled, are prayerful, and open to conversations that will move us forward in the next few years. How do 

we find and encourage these people to participate in our mission? 

Blessings and peace 

Cecilia Quigley 
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TASMANIA - State President Deirdre Reid 

Our Annual General Meetings have been times of love and reminiscing, with joy and some sadness. 

Tasmania CWL’s demographics have changed over the years. Because several small branches have recently 

closed their doors, Tasmania is left with only north and south groups.  There are no longer branches in the 

North East, or North West. 

For 72 years, God’s work in Tasmania has been glorified by women in the League. As faces have changed 

over the years, the same friendly co-operative spirit and dedication have lived on. League members have 

supported Parish Priests and Churches unreservedly and enthusiastically. However, as there are now less 

“actively practising Catholics”, so there are fewer League members. Complacency, the pace of society, and 

family commitments have all had an effect. 

The State Executive is hopeful to inject new life into the Hobart and the Eastern Shore areas. 

It is the endeavour, with the help of The Holy Spirit, to begin two new groups with new names, new images 

and new life: 

o one for West of the Derwent, and 

o the other, East of  the Derwent. 

In Tasmania, five vibrant groups exist – we currently have fifty-six active members:- 

Launceston, and George Town in the north, Oatlands in the Lower Midlands and Richmond in the south. 

They are happy, active, organised and busy. 

One other group, namely Hobart, is struggling with infirmity.  

Tasmanian CWL activities this year have been:- 

o Entertaining and providing lunch to members of Adards Nursing Home at one member’s home. 

o Providing lunch to a group of Missionary Sisters of Service and their friends. 

o Donating to worthy causes such as “Days for Girls”, Caritas and St Vincent de Paul and others. 

o Collecting items, such as clothing, school supplies, toys and spectacles for a poor village in 

Cambodia, which were taken and delivered there by a member. She also bought bags of rice to 

distribute, and, as it was a feast day, she threw in a jumping castle and a pig for a spit. 

o Participating in prayer campaigns - one group attracted a crowd of 107 people who joined in as they 

said the Rosary in the Launceston City Park. 

o  Visiting local nursing homes and hospitals. 

o Distributing Christmas flowers and gifts to residents in nursing homes and hospitals and other folk in 

the community who have no direct family. 

o Donating to veterans, (through the RSL) - items such as toiletries, socks, scarves and beanies. 

o Donating items to “Operation Christmas Child”. 
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o Three northern members participate in the state group of Australian Church Women. 

State Branches operate between three cities Ulverstone, Devonport and Launceston.  

 They are held second monthly and alternate between cities. 

o Joining in, or organising World Day of Prayer with other Denominations. 

o Organising social events and lunches with other Catholic ladies, as well as with League members.  

o Combining with others and organising prayer days. 

o Helping St Vincent de Paul endeavours. 

o Encouraging and sponsoring any person wishing to convert. 

o Sharing resource material. 

o  Keeping pace with social and moral issues that are of concern and promoting the values of morals 

to politicians. 

o  Submissions are periodically written, peaceful rallies are attended. 

o Caring for parish church and sometimes the grounds. 

o  Supporting parish programs, functions, meetings or other services. 

o  Caring for and supporting where there is a need. 

 

As well as doing the above, and more, several members volunteer to organise and run a Craft Shop that is 

open to the public daily. This has recently undergone some changes and it now stocks ‘up -market’ pre loved 

clothing, as well as beautiful knitted items. 

 

One special lady, named Lola Phillips, a Life Member, has directed this Hobart craft shop for over 30 years. 

Lola recently celebrated her 90th birthday and, because of failing eyesight, she has announced her intention 

to retire. 

Deirdre Reid  
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VICTORIA AND WAGGA WAGGA - General President Jane Munro 
 

With so many plans and tasks attempted by the Governing Body falling into place this year, it seems that Dr 
Sr Mary Glowrey is very busy interceding, to the Good Lord, on our behalf in a multitude of ways. 

 As you know, the leadership of the Catholic Women’s League of Australia will rotate to CWL Victoria 
and Wagga Wagga for 2020 and 2021. At first, it looked like an impossible task but through the 
generosity of many wonderful women, we now have a National Executive-in-waiting. 
 

 Several members of the Governing Body have spent hours reviewing the Constitution. Some changes 
have to be made to keep us in line with government requirements. Most have been made to simplify 
our governance, so we all have more time to do the things we do best – living our Faith and serving 
other people (which when you think about it is also following the charism of Sr Mary of the Sacred 
Heart). 
 

 New Prayer Cards have been designed by Mary Ferlin, which artistically and cleverly combine an 
original photo of Sr Mary with an Australian background. 
 

 Valma Ivory was able to join us at the Mary Glowrey Museum for talks by Fr Mathew Abrahams, 
Director General of the Catholic Hospital Association of India, Sr Beena Madhavath, National 
President of the Sister Doctor Forum of India and the Curator of the Museum, Fiona Power. Valma 
met League members over lunch at the ACU Cafe afterwards. She was able to stay at Mary Glowrey 
House, which is owned by CWL VicWW, and used by people needing accommodation near 
Melbourne’s Hospitals. We are grateful to Valma for making the effort to visit us. 
 

 In keeping with the best efforts of the League over the last century, the Governing Body voted on a 
Project for this year. Assistance to Catholic Hospitals Association of India (CHAI) was chosen. We 
agreed that our choice should be something that other organisations would not support. CHAI 
announced a program called “Open My World – which aims to “Open the world of children with 
disabilities.” CHAI point out that there are 25 million people living with disabilities in India, 50% of 
them are children and only 1% of these go to school. Since February 2020 will be the 100th 
Anniversary of Mary Glowrey’s departure from Australia, her family and much-loved friends, this 
choice for this year is apt.  
 

 The Social Questions Committee joined many other concerned organisations in lobbying, praying 
and sending submissions to prevent the introduction of euthanasia into the State of Victoria. 
Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful. To mark the sad occasion of its coming into effect, on 19th 
June, members joined in a Novena of prayer from the Feast of Mary Mother of the Universal Church 
onwards. We are grateful to all members who joined us in prayer to limit the destructiveness of this 
Law. 
 

 Archbishop Peter Comensoli has agreed to give the second Mary Glowrey Lecture. His topic will be, 

“From common ground to conscientious objection: Catholic reflections on life and death in a context 
of state sponsored euthanasia”. 

Given various happenings worldwide with regard to euthanasia and that Voluntary Assisted Dying has come 
into effect, in Victoria, the topic alone has raised interest and discussion. 

 The Governing Body has received notification that Sr Mary Karickakunnel, JMJ, and Fr Cherian 
Thunduparampil,  CMI, will be visiting Australia in late October and early November.  Sr Mary is busy 
writing the Positio for Dr Sr Mary Glowrey. Fr Cherian was appointed the Postulator for the Roman 
phase of the Cause. They hope to access further information about Sr Mary Glowrey.  

God bless 

Jane Munro 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA - State President Beverley Macri 

I present this report on behalf of Catholic Women’s League Western Australia Inc. 

Members continue to be very supportive of the League and participate in lots of areas, plus being very active 

in their parish by holding various positions; being typical women, mothers and grandmothers; making sure 

that things get done. 

We continue the running of our organisation with no diocesan branches. Our AGM, as an example, is held by 

Teleconference that has proven very successful. The downside is that we only get to meet one another once 

a year at our annual conference. However, the sending out to branches of the Presidents Piece after all state 

meetings keeps them informed as to what is happening in the state, with information on things that need to 

be acted upon. 

Our membership remains about the same, but we have lost our Morley Branch, owing to members’ age and 

no one able to take on executive positions. I thank the members that have remained in executive position 

for well over their allotted time limit to keep things going. However, there comes a time when the members, 

that are keeping things going, not only have to look after themselves, but also with illness of a family 

member can only spread themselves so much. We still find it difficult to attract new members for various 

reasons. We have two branches celebrating milestones this year – Albany 60 years and Applecross 50 years. 

Both branches have wonderful loyal members doing a lot of charity work. We congratulate them and thank 

them. 

I thank the branches for their hard work in raising funds for various state projects that we have taken on.  

Some of the projects are: Funds towards St. Charles Seminarians, Tom Fisher House (a Vinnie’s project 

assisting long-term homeless), Linda’s House of Hope (helping women leaving prostitution) and 

Grandparents Rearing Grandchildren. It’s amazing how many grandparents now are giving up their lives to 

raise their grandchildren, some as young as 2 years old, because parents are unable to do so – quite a lot 

due to drugs! They get no government funding, but if the children  had been put into Foster Care they would 

get it all. Another cause is Camp Kulin. This takes in Children at Risk for a week, turning their attitude 

around for the good. It is so successful that they have a huge waiting list. There are also various needy 

causes that branches take on as individuals.  I thank them for their commitment to help where needed.  

We continue to support a CWLWA Scholarship to Notre Dame University in Fremantle for a female student 

living out of the city.  We have had many applicants for this scholarship giving us wonderful young women, 

as winners of this monetary award, who appreciate it so much. We have now been giving this award for 

seven years. 

Social Issues Convenor, Lyn Buzzard, has been kept busy with a very important issue “End of Life” that the 

Western Australian government has been looking into over the past two years. Initially a “Joint Select 

Committee into End of Life Choices” was appointed, and following that, it was moved that a motion be put 

to all parliamentarians, to be voted on as individuals in September 2019. We have been encouraged as 

members to write to all our local politicians with our views. From my personal submission to the Joint Select 

Committee, I was invited to present my views to the panel. Thank you to our members who have written to 

parliamentarians. 

From a motion at our last Biennial Conference on the issue of “Laudato Si”, we were encouraged to study its 

message. Members have changed various habits including recycling. WA has the commitment in place now, 
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of no single use plastic bags, to be used anywhere. This is working really well, and most now remember to 

take their own reusable cloth, etc. bags. 

We remain affiliated with National Council of Women WA, Australian Church Women, and World Day of 

Prayer, with representatives from our organisation attending monthly meetings and their various functions. 

I have attended functions held by the Knights of the Southern Cross and Award ceremonies held by the 

University of Notre Dame. Thank you to our members that represent CWLWA as delegates on these 

organisations, often providing our views on various subjects.  Various branches also are involved in their own 

area carrying out lots of social type work. 

We give a special big thank you to our State Chaplain Fr. Laurence Murphy SDS for attending our State 

Council meetings and celebrating Mass prior to starting the meeting. If we have any tricky subjects he can 

always give us important views on subjects that will help.  

We offer our thanks to CWLA National Executive for your wonderful work that you have done during your 

term of service. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of our CWLWA executive and State Council members for giving their time, 

knowledge, and support to me and our organisation. This includes all who take on the executive roles in 

their own branches throughout WA. You are all wonderful! 

Yours in Charity Work and Loyalty 

Bev Macri 

  

 

The Earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of 

filth. In many parts of the planet, the elderly lament that once beautiful 

landscapes are now covered with rubbish. Industrial waste and chemical products 

utilised in cities and agricultural areas can lead to bioaccumulation in the 

organisms of the local population, even when levels of toxins in those places are 

low. Frequently no measures are taken until after people’s health has been 

irreversibly affected.-  

Extract Pope Francis Laudato Si # 21 
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Motion 1: New South Wales   

Poverty and Homelessness   

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Conference in Bunbury, Western 
Australia, requests the National Executive to write to the Federal Minister for Government Services 
requesting investigation and modelling of a change to the way benefits are assessed by abolishing the 
differential rates for partnered applicants. That each person should be paid the single rate. 

Rationale:  

The proposed simplification of the system to pay any qualified applicant the single rate might benefit 
Newstart recipients without actually requiring an increase in the rate of the benefit.  

It might also be administratively simpler as there are compliance issues and changes in living 
arrangements that need to be reported. 

Recognising that people who qualify for benefits may prefer to share accommodation without being 
questioned about whether or not they are in a relationship could reduce homelessness or free up social 
housing. 

A person with a disability would have the dignity of entering a relationship with their pension assured, 
rather than the new partner being required to support them. 

Older couples (who often have problems making ends meet) would receive two single pensions, two 
single grants to help with electricity - not a single rate of $75 and a couple rate of $125. Again, it would 
be much simpler for claimants in the event of one spouse entering a nursing home or dying. 

This change could reduce poverty and homelessness for many needy groups and deserves serious 

consideration. 

********************************************************************************* 

Motion 2: New South Wales 

Religious Freedom   

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Conference in Bunbury, Western 
Australia, write to the Federal Attorney General requesting legislation to provide exemptions and/or 
protections for people of faith so they can freely express the teaching of their Church in their schools 
and in the public arena. 

Rationale:  

In 2017 during the campaign to legalise same-sex marriage, opponents of the change were assured that 
their religious freedom would not be impacted. 

Mr Ruddock and a panel of experts considered submissions to the subsequent Religious Freedom 
Review. On 18th May 2018 their report was submitted to the government. 

A year or so later, the recommendations have not been implemented. There have been instances where 
people who believe in the teachings of the Bible or their Church find their views are not respected now 
that same sex marriage is legal. Protection of the right to freely express one’s religious views is needed.  

  



CWLA Inc – 49th Biennial Conference 2019 46 
 

Motion 1: Queensland  

Poverty in Australia 

 That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in National Conference in 
Bunbury, Western Australia requests its National Executive to write to the Prime Minister of 
Australia to: 

(i) voice our concerns at the fact that more than three (3) million Australians, 
including 739,000 children are living in poverty;      

(ii) request that all people be able to adequately access the basics of life – housing, 
food, energy, health and dentistry;                                                                                            

(iii) ask that an immediate plan be put in place to alleviate poverty in this affluent 
country. 

Rationale: 

Despite 27 years of uninterrupted economic growth, poverty has become a consistent feature 
of Australian life. A report in 2018, Poverty in Australia, shows that there are just over three 
million people, 13.2% of the population, living below the poverty line. 

A major reason the poverty rate is so high is the low level of social security payments. The raise 
of $2 per week in September 2018 is grossly inadequate. The poverty line, considered to be 
50% of the median household disposable income, is defined as a single adult living on $433 a 
week, or $909 for a couple with two children, before housing costs. Many are living in deep 
poverty, $135 per week below the poverty line. The people experiencing poverty at the highest 
rates are those who are unable to get paid employment and those relying on Youth Allowance 
and New Start. 

Australia is the second wealthiest country in the world in terms of wealth per adult, but its 
poverty rate has become entrenched at a high level, currently 14th out of 36 OECD countries. 

Australian governments must formulate a poverty reduction plan with regular monitoring and 
reporting. 

 

“Ref: Davidson, P., Saunders, P., Bradbury, B. and Wong, M. (2018), Poverty in Australia, 2018. ACOSS/UNSW 

Poverty and Inequality Partnership Report No. 2, Sydney: ACOSS”. If members need the link is 

https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ACOSS_Poverty-in-Australia-Report_Web-Final.pdf 
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Motion 2: Queensland  

Provision of Palliative Care in country areas                              

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc (CWLA) meeting in Conference in Bunbury, Western 
Australia requests its National Executive to write to the Prime Minister, the Federal Treasurer, the 
Federal Minister for Health, and the Federal Minister for Regional Services, voicing our concern 
that: 

(i) palliative care services are virtually unavailable in country areas; 
 

(ii) arranging care through the National Disability Insurance Scheme, My Aged Care and 
State Community Care, is unacceptably complex.  
and requesting that funds be made available in the next Federal Budget to allow the 
states to adequately provide palliative care to all those in end-of-life situations. 

Rationale: 

Many terminally ill patients are dying before they receive access to palliative care. 

Patients and their families are struggling to negotiate the complexities in arranging care through 
the NDIS, My Aged Care and the various states’ Community Care, resulting in unacceptable delays 
in provision of care or in some instances, no care at all. 

There is currently an inadequate specialist palliative care workforce. 

In country areas, this may require a “flying squad” such as the Heart of Australia, which provides a 
mobile clinic travelling to many outback Queensland centres providing cardiology and respiratory 
services. 

Suicide in country areas is of grave concern, and available palliative care may help to alleviate this. 
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Motion 1: South Australia 

 MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Bunbury, Western Australia 
requests the National Executive and Member Organisations to write to the appropriate Federal 
and State Government Ministers requesting them to investigate the causes of the increase in 
cases of mental illness in our young people and to also drastically improve funding for hospital 
beds and follow up services. 

Rationale: 

There is an epidemic of mental health issues for young people today with various reasons 
contributing to this fact.  Unfortunately, services have not been increased to meet the need.  
The service appears to expect families to handle mental health issues in the young and unless a 
child is committed, they are able to come home at will.  It seems that only if they are shown to 
be a danger to someone else that they may be committed. 

*************************************************** 

Motion 2: South Australia 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR PEOPLE ON LOW INCOME 

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Bunbury, Western Australia 
requests the National Executive and Member Organisations to write to the relevant Federal 
and State Government Ministers requesting that high priority be given to the development of 
long term strategies to address the shortfall in social and affordable housing. 

Rationale: 

In Australia today there is a lack of social and affordable1 housing for low income people.  
Private rental is too expensive and takes a high percentage of the weekly income.  There are 
more single people living on their own today and this has reduced the number of available 
houses.  Waiting lists for government housing are incredibly long. 

What is needed to address this is for both federal and state governments to develop long term 
strategies for the provision of both social and affordable housing. A 2018 report Estimating 
need and costs of social and affordable housing, (published in March 2019 by City Futures 
Research Centre of The University of New South Wales) sets out in detail the issues that need 
to be resolved in developing a 20 year strategy. 

 

 

  

 
1
 “Social housing” Households deemed to be in need of ‘social housing’ (implying higher levels of housing subsidy) 

in the bottom income quintile (Q1) for Australia and who are in private rental stress, combined with 
homelessness figures. Households in need of “affordable housing” (implying lower levels of housing subsidy) 
include households who were assessed as being in housing stress who are in the second income quintile (Q2) for 
Australia. 
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Motion 3: South Australia 

PALLIATIVE CARE RATHER THAN EUTHANASIA 

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Conference in Bunbury, 
Western Australia request that all members of CWL within Australia do all in their power to 
prevent euthanasia from being passed into law in their State by taking every opportunity in 
conversation and by writing to their local Members of Parliament and their Legislative 
Councils to warn of the dangers that such legislation would inevitably create for the elderly, the 
disabled and those suffering from mental illness. 

RATIONALE: 

These vulnerable people could be coerced into an early death purely because they feel that 
they are a burden on society. Also all members need to do all that they can to promote the 
availability of quality care for these people and to promote better Palliative Care Services, 
which bring expert relief from pain and suffering and truly give people dignity in dying and is 
such a blessing to families, who have the opportunity to share the last precious moments of a 
loved one’s life. A truly great society is one that respects and loves its most vulnerable 
members. 

 

*************************************************** 

Motion 4: South Australia 

SUPPORT FOR WOMEN AND THEIR UNBORN CHILDREN 

That Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc. (CWLA) meeting in Conference in Bunbury, 
Western Australia requests Member Organisations to write to the relevant State and Territory 
Ministers requesting that they do all that is possible to provide support for women facing 
unplanned pregnancy ensuring that these women be given unbiased information and the 
opportunity to be informed of all the alternatives and risks, both physical and mental, before 
making a hasty decision or being coerced into an action they may later regret. 

RATIONALE: 

It is important that every opportunity be taken to discourage any further relaxation of laws, 
which may extend the time that abortion can be legally carried out and to ensure that women 
will have the protection of professional care for all abortion procedures and that health 
professionals be given the right to not assist at such procedures.  

That adoption be encouraged to a much larger extent, so that women may be more inclined to 
carry their children to full term and that couples unable to conceive a baby would not need to 
seek adoption from overseas or resort to surrogacy. And that all members of CWL do all that 
they can to encourage such action and support within their own communities.   
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Motion 1: Western Australia 

Review of current system of Governance of CWLA: 

That Catholic Women’s League Australia meeting in Conference in Bunbury, Western Australia 
authorizes the Incoming National Executive to undertake as a matter of urgency a 
comprehensive review of the current system of governance  of CWLA. This review, which 
should include ongoing consultation with Member Organizations, should identify and evaluate 
of several legally valid models under which CWLA might operate as a national body. At the 
conclusion of this process an interim report should be presented to the 2020 meeting of 
National Council, and if appropriate a motion prepared for presentation to the 2021 National 
Conference. 

RATIONALE: 

The current system of governance is essentially 30 years old and was adopted after exhaustive 
discussion at the time of the incorporation of CWLA in 1991.It was based on the existence of 
numerically strong and independently incorporated Member Organisations in every state and 
territory, and on communication methods that have now been completely superseded. Those 
realities enabled governance based on the rotation of National Executives between Member 
Organisations, and these Executives were responsible, as under earlier models, for the 
organisation and presentation of biennial National Conferences. Additionally, for at least the 
first decade after incorporation, government funding was usually available to subsidise the day 
to day running of the national organisation and its communication network. 
 

Over the past three decades four major changes can be identified. 
 

o Falling membership numbers, leading to difficulties in providing Executive 
members at all levels. 
 

o Major changes in methods of communication. 
 

o Significant growth in the importance of the portfolio positions within CWLA. 
 

o The cessation of government funding. 
 

Against this background of substantial change it is not surprising that significant budgetary 
problems have arisen in recent years. 
Unless a review of governance is undertaken as a matter of urgency, we believe that the long-
term viability of CWLA is under threat. 
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RECOMMENDATION: Western Australia 

PREAMBLE: In the light of Resolution 4 of the WUCWO General Assembly 2018: 

 

LET US EDUCATE TO RESPOND TO THE CALL TO HOLINESS. In accordance with the whole 
Magisterium and in particular with the Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate. 

WUCWO will encourage its organisations to live a spirituality of holiness, as proposed by the Holy 
Father in his recent Apostolic Exhortation. 
It will organise sensitisation sessions to become aware that life is mission and that to be holy is not 
to be perfect, but to try and trust in God the Father's help to achieve it. 
WUCWO will promote the formation of all persons, especially young people, in the human, 
spiritual, religious, doctrinal, apostolic and professional fields, transmitting founding family values. 
It will encourage the participation in politics of women with true Christian values, so as to generate 
healthy government policies for the good of citizens. 

 

Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc meeting in National Conference in Bunbury Western 
Australia recommends that the Incoming National Executive gives high priority to the promotion of 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate at all levels of our organisation  

RATIONALE 

 In 2018 grassroots members were given an unprecedented and much appreciated 
opportunity to follow the events of a WUCWO General Assembly through the updates 
provided by our National International Secretary and our National President.  
 

 This involvement was reinforced by our participation in the 2019 WUCWO Day of Prayer, 
which also focussed on Gaudete et Exsultate. 

 

 
 We believe that there is now an opportunity to promote further study of this Exhortation in 

order to encourage our members to see the holiness in living their everyday lives, 
following the example of Mary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CWLA Inc – 49th Biennial Conference 2019 52 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Bannister Madeleine Wollongong 
Blomfield Margaret Denistone 
Burke Margaret Denistone 
Chester Loretta Sydney Arch 
Clark Josephine Wollongong 
Craig Robyn Bay & Basin 
Di Mezza Sonia Wollongong  
Doonan Joan Lithgow 
Fennell Sally Sydney Arch 
Ferry Anne-Marie Port Macquarie 
Frew Margaret Wollongong 
Hammond Catherine Sydney Arch 
Hopewell Colleen Bay & Basin 
Lewis Gillian Wauchope 
Little Dr Deirdre Bellingen 
Livermore Patricia Lithgow 
McGrath Catherine Bowral 
McGrath Roseanne Bowral 
Meharg Moya Bay & Basin 
Murane  Kathleen Lithgow 
Noble Muriel Bay & Basin 
O’Connor Mary Bay & Basin 
Okon Patricia Lithgow 
Oxlee Glenys Rydalmere 
Pereira Ann Wauchope 
Skarsky Sandra Sydney Arch 
Smith Mary Wollongong 
Wells Anne Summer Hill 
 
QUEENSLAND 
 
Box Veronica Kawana Waters 
Brennan Rita Roma 
Courtney Gemma Kawana Waters 
Cobham Shona Runaway Bay 
Edwards Bev Ayr 
Gardner Moira Brisbane City 
Gilmore Karen Ayr 
Holmes Lee-Ann Ayr 
Leitenberger Catherine Marion 
Lund Ellen Ayr 
O’Donahue Sandy Brisbane City 
Perry Maureen Ayr 
Rye Angela Ayr 
Strathdee Patricia Ayr 
 

QUEENSLAND con’d 
 
Totorica Rosalie Townsville 
Webb Jan Mackay 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
Clark Anne-Marie Jamestown 
Jeffrey Philomena Port Pirie 
Jenner Rosalie 
Mott Barbara Stirling 
Quigley Cecilia Adelaide 
Quinn Margaret Jamestown 
Redden Anne Jamestown 
Williams Sue Minlaton 
Young Joan Two Wells/Virginia 
 
TASMANIA 
 
Clark Pamela Richmond 
Gibbens Judy Oatlands 
Reid Deirdre Richmond 
 
VICTORIA WAGGA WAGGA 
 
Finlayson Brenda Ballarat 
Long Mary 
Lucas Margaret Numurkah 
Mathai Kate 
Munro Jane General Member 
Neaves Sylvia Maffra 
Pawley Maureen Maffra 
Robinson Ann Melbourne 
Schroeter Maureen Maffra 
  

Conference Participants 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
Barrett Roma Busselton 
Baxter Tika Augusta/Marg R. 
Berg Kath Associate 
Bevan Maricar Manjimup 
Blom Louise Busselton 
Bowen Janette Geraldton 
Bruce-Smith Georgie Busselton 
Buswell Margaret Bunbury 
Connolly Bronagh Bunbury 
Conway Marj Busselton 
Criddle Josie Busselton 
Cullinane Sheila Associate 
Cully Sharon Manjimup 
D’Agostino Mary Bunbury 
Dixon Pat Bunbury 
Duane Margaret Bunbury 
Dul Jennifer Albany  
Etherington Patricia Busselton 
Femia Antonietta Manjimup 
Fernandez Kathleen Applecross  
Fetherstonhaugh Pauline Applecross  
Flemming Kath Associate 
Gibbs Jan Leschenault  
Greaves Gemma Augusta/Marg R.  
Green Frances Attadale 
Hynes Jan Leschenault  
Hynes Theresa Leschenault 
Ivory Valma Augusta/Marg R. 
Jones Trish Esperance 
Jude Espie Busselton 
Kamman Karyn Manjimup 
Kelly Shirley Albany 
Ker Margaret Associate 
Lee Valerie Applecross  
Lewis Chris Kojonup 
Macri Bev Associate 
Malatesta Maria Bunbury 
Manning Jill Busselton 
Marlborough Pauline Attadale 
Mason Judy Busselton 
Middleton Kaye Busselton 
Miller Lorraine Busselton 
Miragliotta Pat Geraldton 
Mulcahy Fran Leschenault 

 
 
Norrish Cheryl Bunbury 
O’Connor Kathie Attadale 
Pahl Leonora Bunbury 
Palermo Elisabetha Leschenault 
Parkinson Maria Busselton 
Parsons Adele Applecross 
Paterniti Barbara Busselton 
Perrella Nora Leschenault 
Power Anne Applecross 
Renzullo Rosina Manjimup 
Richards Pat Applecross 
Ridge Jan Nedlands 
Russell Monica Albany 
Ryan Betty Nedlands 
Scallan Jenny Bunbury 
Scott Loly Busselton 
Simmonds Megan Associate 
Smith Fran Busselton 
Smurthwaite Joan Busselton 
Speck Ruby Manjimup 
Sullivan Margaret Associate 
Tognela Rosa Bunbury 
Twaddle Rosemary Nedlands 
Williams Jo Leschenault 
 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
Emerson Kathleen Heretaunga 
Glynan Dianne Otari 
Patterson Christine Onslow 
 
VISITORS 
 
Fitzpatrick Veronica Perth 
Spittle Claudia NDU Student 
 
CLERGY 
Fr Murphy Laurence WA Chaplain 
Fr Donovan Greg Speaker & guest 
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Vic & Wagga Wagga 

Agnes Beriman 

France Dempsey 

Carmel McKenna 

Coral Reilly 

Aileen Terrill 

Patricia Ennor 

Mary Carroll 

Therese Hewitt 

Sheila Sheed 

Barbara Melican 

Anne Brown 

Joan Margaret Melican 

Jeanette Sheahan 

Moira Coakley 

Betty Cronin 

Georgina Middleton 

Olive Cockroft 

Maisie Danaher 

Ella Loe 

Susan Bromilow 

Sheila O’Reilly 

Clare Ellen Lane 

Carmel McKenna 

Nell Sheridan 

Yvonne Houghton 

Mary Kelly 

Eva Bonic 

Lena Brennan 

Pat Roe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queensland 

Stella Bender 

Vonnie Bennett 

Norma Brinin 

Maureen Cooper 

Kay Clarke 

Betty Dwyer 

Joan Degnian 

Ann Duggan 

Carol Duggan 

Aileen Dove 

Hazel Eales 

Margaret Ewers 

Joyce Falbey 

Corrie Farr 

Olga Fistina 

Una Fuzz 

Patricia Hunter 

Betty Jones 

Nea McKenzie 

Shirley O’Brien 

Margaret Paine 

Jo Pearson 

Pat Preece 

Mollie Siganto 

Patricia Smith 

Elizabeth Wallis 

Monica Williams 

Rita Bujeja 

Valma Casey 

Vera Chetcuti 

Elanor Corsaro 

Olive Descerne 

Dorothy Fordyce 

Lorna Gibbs 

Daphne Kettle 

Iris Luke 

Irene Nicholls 

Rose Noonan 

Rachel Wentford 

Western Australia 

Marjorie Downie  
Barbara Prior 

Betty Corbett  

Elaine Guthridge  

Margaret Bloom 

Betty Annal 

Valerie Munday  

Kath Hall 

Anne Enright  

Clare Boswell 

Ettie Mead 

Geraldine Norris  

Wyn Froude  

Marion Bracknell    

Maria Terrigno 

Teresa Granucci   

Tasmania 

Mrs Mary Binks (OAM) 

Mrs Terri Bryce 

Mrs Jane Cooke 

Mrs Veronica Hepburn 

Mrs Mary Jones 

Mrs Nancy Reid 

Mrs Betty Rue 

Mrs Pat Thomas 

Mrs Kath Venn (OAM) 

Mrs Nan White 

Roll of Honour 
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South Australia     

Theresa Appelkamp 

Joan Barker 

Patricia Farrer 

Maureen First 

Patricia Fitzpatrick HLM 

Chris Griffin 

Rita Larsson 

Desiree Lawrence 

Veronica Moor 

Maxine Norris 

Eileen O’Connor 

Clare O’Dea 

Dawn Selth 

Bridget Smith 

Elizabeth Wallis 

Althra White 

Lorna Appleby 

Myrtle Ayliffe 

Thelma Barry 

Therese Conley 

Teresa Keneally 

Eva McEvoy 

Anne Millard 

Irma Moten 

Marjorie Rowe 

Janet Ryan 

Ursula Stacey 

Patricia Symonds 

Nell Turner 

Heather Warnock 

Jean Clark  

 

New South Wales 

Nola Adams  

New South Wales 

Nola Adams  

Joan Goodwin  

Anne Sullivan 

Lorraine Anderson 

Veronica Harrison 

Thea Tarrant 

Maureen Anderson 

Mary Harrold  

Meg Thomas 

Peg Anderson  

Marie Holmes  

Mary (Molly) Wade 

Pat Antaw  

Lynette Herbert             

 Joan Ward 

Kathleen Armstrong 

Adelaide Kaiser 

Mary Kearney  

Mary Waters  

Lola Biehler  

Ruth Kelly  

Mamie White  

Marilyn Billingham 

Betty Knight  

Helen Wyborn  

Lynette Herbert 

Maureen Holmes 

Mavis Brady  

Marie Lawlor  

Patricia Brookes 

Peggy Lawson 

Ellen Brown  

Elizabeth Lechner 

Nance Bull   

Kath Lotherington 

Mary Cantrall  

Cecilia Maddock 

Marie Carney  

Joan Martin 

Judith Crowe  

Doreen Matthews 

Netta Darby  

Patricia Matthews 

Marie Deans  

Joyce Miller 

Monica Doyle  

Marjorie Mullins 

Eileen Duffy  

Lorraine Noyes 

Irene Edmunds 

Phil O’Doherty 

Lynette Ellich  

Anne O’Gara 

Carmel Emmett 

Nancy Pond 

Mary Ernst  

Jan Powell 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 

Gloria Quigley 

Marie Fownes  

Sheila McNamara 

Joan Giffney  

Marjorie Reeves 

Joan Gaudry  

Mollie Rowe 

Rosa Gomez  

Tess Smith 

  

Roll of Honour 
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